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He was n, in North phere State of Tennessee, and 
brought up within the limits of the South West portidus of 
the State of Mississippi. His ancestors are of; oriental or- 
igin; his parents Anglo-Americans and probably: «sprung 
from the original saxon race, but however, when about twen- 
to ponder in his heart, and take into due consideration, the 
dire consequences of sin, and the realities; of the world to 
come, but appreciating the shortness:of man’s life in this 
mortal probation, and his susceptibility to sin and arregancy 
in this sphere of action, therefore, upon a self and personal 
examination. of himself, according to the best of his reasoning 
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that he was but as grass or dust of the earth, and sin-smitten 
before the throne of grace, and his soul enveloped with the 
powers and chains of darkness. Therefore, unfit for the so- 
ciety of the just in this life, or of a seat with the sanctified 
in the Kingdom of Heaven ; he was ignorant of the spiritual, 
but never had suffered himself to indulge ip any vehement or 
outbreaking crimes ; nevertheless his impressions were satis- 


"fying to his feelings, that if he left this world in the situation 


that he then was in, he could comprehend no escape, but that 
he should be consigned to some degree of banishment and 
punishment, for loitering away the day of his probation in 
regard to the things pertaining to the spirit. This placed a 
somewhat more forcible and darker shade over his mind and 
feelings. Nevertheless he was not left to despair, or in a 
hopeless condition, neither was he dismayed at his then 

nighted situation; but believing that God was a rewardet of 
all those that had or would diligently seek unto him, then 


immediately set about to extricate himself, seeing a hopeful 


possibility of exonerating his feelings from such a — 
ble abodement. | 

He now felt a high dogree of ee to commehce to 
feel after God, the Creator of all things, as a helper in his 
case, and began to supplicate and pray unto him that he 
would loose the bands of darkness that surrounded his soul 
and body. Yea, that he would grant a pardon and bless him 
with a forgiveness of sins ; however, he was much abashed, 
for not at any time prior had he ever attempted to pray unto 


or supplicate his Father in Heaven. False and traditionary 


opinions ; blindness of mind and the shackles of darkness 


blended, seemed to sway a powerful strong influence over 
his mind and feelings, as a barrier to prohibit the guilty-sin- 


ner from making any move to extricate himself from his 
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then forlorn circumstances, undef which he found himself 
placed in this world. Nevertheless he continued importuning 
and praying to the God of mergies for many days and nights, 
after which time upon a suddep, the powers of darkness that 
encompassed him round about, with great rapidity began to 
give way, wherein light began to usher in the stead thereof, 
and a quick and a gentle flow of the spirit of God came upon 
him which dispelled the darkness and he was filled from 
centre to circumference with gladness, joy and thanksgiving. 
Impressed upon the mind and feelings with such deep sensa- 
tion of the powers, mercies and goodness of God as to not be 
forgotten, soon all of nature's works that surrounded him 
seemed to have undergone a serious change. He now soon 
began to see and feel a necessity of some divinely authorised 
authority, that he might be taught of the things pertaining 
to life and salvation ; also that he might be attached to some 
reliable instifntion that was founded upon a rock foundation, 
though h he if knowledge of any such an eclesiastical in- 
stitution. “tfowev „ not long from thence, it was rumored 
among uf of th country, that a man 
proposed on delivering a discourse 4 and 
place), upoi the doctrine of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and 
the ordinances of his (Christ’s) Church &c., claiming to be a 
Latter Day Saint. Possessed with a competent authority to 
preach the Gospel of Jesus Chrsst, and to’administer the or. 
dinances pertaining thereunto., Out of curiosity as much as 


reality, he was stimulated to go and hear him. There wore “*\- 
many flying reports, and but few of them favorable ones; 


nevertheless, his mind caught upon that portion of scripture 
which says: ‘Prove all things, and hold fast to that which 
is good.” y came, and accordingly he went and heard 
him cheerful 
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his, words easy ; but the ideaAhat he set forth, seemed to be 
somewhat hard to be understood or comprehended ; but in 


truth, there was no chance for any iction to be brought 
against his discourse. It left Mm with much anxiety to hear 


him again upon that which he had introduced, so, e heard 
him at sundry times, even until was convinced through 
his preaching, with the aid of the spirit of truth, that he was 
lawfully authorized by divine authority, to preach the Gos- 
pel, administer the ordinances of baptism, confirmation &c. 
He bore an unrefutable testimony that Joseph Smith Jr. 
was a prophet, called and sent by divine authority; that he 


had, in the year of our Lord 1880, organised the Church 


of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, and that God had 
again restored the priesthood from heaven to earth, that 
man might once more act in the name of his Redeemer, and 
embrace the principles that were calculated to lead him anto 
eternal life. When convinced of these facts, the then em- 
braced them, by being baptized and initiated into that Church. 
In the early part of the succeeding year, I émigrated to the 
City of Nauvoo, one of the principal gathering places of the 
saints at that ti Ne was there ordained priest- 
hood, consecreated an Elder, and sent forth by a. 
ity of said church, on @ preaching mission into the Southern 
regions of the land of North America. This to a high degree 
was nutritious to, anxiety. Knowing that the Southern 
people were far from the rule and ice of righteousness, 

heart did yearn for them, big hope and wishes were that 

y would repent. of their sins, and become practicers of the 
works of righteousness; therefore he felt a willingness to go 
as, the seriptures say, namely, without purse or scrip, leav- 
ing houses, lands, wife and children, for the l’s sake.“ 


Consequently in obedience td, balling, ie was soon upon 
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5 
\ the way for that land, and directly found hintself in the midst 
of a haughty, high-minded and wicked, but eéurteous' p 


ple. He then began preaching the Gospel o them, going 
from place to place, from Town to Town; from Ooanty to 
County, fron City to City; from State to State, from time to 
time, crying repentance to them after the best of his ability, 
the spirit of the Lord God being with him. But alas, the 
generality of them did raise a hue and ery of delusion; false 
negroes, in sheep's clothing, away with such a fellow from our 
midst. In consequence, he ‘suffered perils for the want of 
food; perils from the destitution of ‘apparels perils through 
the compulsion to sleep in the forest woods, for the want of 
some better place to lay his head; perils in prisom ut the 
City of Mobile. It seemed that truly gross) datkness ‘liad 
covered both the earth and the minds of the people. His 
preaching unto them, had the appearance of one traveling 
through a mighty city at the hour of midnight, crying fire! 
fire! for all seemed to be sleeping. Truly the light of the 
gospel had again come into the world, but men idyed idark- — 
ness rather than light, in consequence of their deeds: being 
evil. Nevertheless, he cried: vepentenee to them in al? for 
many years, it being prior to thé edmmencemdnt of the home 
war that oecurred between the Sonthern and Northern peo 
ple of North America. His desites were strong, and his 
anxiety great, to see them humbling themselves before the 
mighty God of Heaven, by reforming, and repenting of their 
sins, that they might become meek and lowly! followers) of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. But such seemed 0 be far ſrom 
their propensities. Many other Elders at the seme time 
and South, with many persecutions arising in consequende 
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began to be gendered in the Church of ‘Christ, 
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an influence of thd dissenters from the faith, and a conspir- 
acy aruse in the City of Nauvoo, for the assassination of the 
prophet Joseph; the ;heretics, however, 80 managed their 
murdetous designs, as to get them interwoven with the ma- 
lignant feelings of the surrounding gentiles. These seditious 
and tevolting rebels, augmented in their murderous cravings 
for blood, until they succeeded in causing the Prophet to be 
thrust into Carthage jail, where he and his brother Hiram, 
the Patriarch: of the Church, were murdered, by a) ruthless 


band of fiendish human creatures, numbering from spy one to 


three hundred. This unhallowed and horrid deed of blood 
Was perpetrated before the face and eyes of the Governor 
and State Militia. This was a cause of much excitement 
among the people, and great sorrow of heart with the saints, 
in consequence ef the death and loss of their prophet; neyer- 
theless, God foresesing what men would do, moved His ser- 
vant Joseph, previous to his death, to appoint another in his 
stead for the leadership of the Church, namely: one J. J. 
Strang; to be his ‘successor; and the place of Voree appoin- 
ted for the gathering place of the saints. But a majerity of 
Joseph's disciples followed off Brigham Young, to a salt land, 
that; was not inhabited, he being a usurper of God's authority, 
wheréas: few in numbers followed the true shepherd. “ Never- 
theless, he located in Voree, in compliance with'the word of 


God, and called upon the people to dome forth and 


and strengthen and assist him in carrying out the 


designs and purposes of the Almighty, agreeablé to 


that which he had ‘commanded’ him, he was directed 
to go from thence: to Big Beaver Island; in Lake 
Michigan, where God gave the land to the saints for their in- 
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ret, Daniel, also dhe law of the 
‘she ssinte. had - been 
x n ion of the State of Iowa, 
fact, that had followed off 
—— — far as Council Bluffs, onthe, Missouri 
River. But after becoming seusible that he was following 
the wrong man, he wished to get himself righted again, on- 
sequently: he. left that portion the land., hig face 
eastwardly, for the purpose of oongregating himsvif and ſem- 
ily in the society of the saints, and he set ont for the Ialand- 
and emigrated as far as the sity of, Chinago, where he vas 
seized with a:fit of sickness, which retarded him on his journ- 
ey, and he was obliged: to remain there for nearly a var and 
a half, and during that time a portion of; the heavens were 
opened up to his view; but whether in the er ont of 
the body, he knew not; but he saw one upon et or throne 
and he was informed that it was the Redeetner dhe Mond; 
and that the time was hear: at hand, when be would: descend 
into this world. He also saw personages that had the appddr- 
‘ance of Angels, upon the earth. They then passed away, 
the vision was closed, and hesaw them no more! In the fall 
season of the second year of his stopping there, he ron up 
and emigrated to the gathering place of the ssaints, where 
God had given his law to the people that man might len to 
serve his God, and love his neighbor as himself Heuns 
sent on several preaching missions, im connection with many 
other Elders. The Church was sugmenting oontinually in 
numbers, and seemed to be prospering all the time g but this 
became chafing to the enemy of all tightebusaens, und he 
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tively) commenced to loom up, and his emissaries commenced 
their fiendish plottings ir welfare of the people, and 
to beck the Rfe of the Prop — — 


bad imbibed of the spirit of their father, the } 
Iy, they, namely: MeCullah, Bedford, 8 
felt and Scott, banded themselves to plot and lay 


plans for the killing of the Prophet, James. McCullah being 
their foreman. They then in deep guile, began to lay their 
murdetots plans for murder and devastation. The Devil, 
(their Father) however, not willing that they should monop- 
olize, and secure to themselves, all the disgrace, infamy 
and punishment, that must follow all those that killed the 
Prophets. He influenced the Gentiles that they must have 
u hund in. Consequently an iron Steamer, owned and 
manned by the Government of the United States, was made 
ready at MeOullah’s dock, then one of the suborned officers 
of seid Steamer, made his appearance at the house of Mr. 
Strang, and said to him that the Captain wished to see him 
on board of his boat. Without any hesitancy on the part of 
Mr, Strang, he immediately left his house and started for the 
boat to see the Captain, and hear what his business might be 
with him. But alas! After he had calmly arrived within a few 
‘rods of said Steamer, upon a sudden, there was an outcry from 
a boy that was then partially between him and the boat, ex- 
claiming, Bro. Strang, they are going to shoot you. About 
that momant, his assailants shot at him from his rear, where 
they had concealed themselves from his view, when he was 
posting the street near by where they were. Several bullets 
struck and entered his person; from which he died within a 
fem days, the 9th of July, 1857. His assassins than made 

their way speedily to the iron Steamer, and in passing by their 
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part of a war pistol, then shouting out, by saying that they 
claimed protection from the boat, and went aboard of it, and 
were taken off on it. ‘Notwithstanding writs were isued for 
their arrest, according to law, though they could not be 
served, and so the iron Steamer took them away, and they 
were never brought to justice. Some eight or ten days sub- 
sequent to this foul and lawless deed, an armed posse of men 
made their appearance upon the Island, and immediately 
commenced dealing out their depredations upon the people of 
that place, like so many fiendish demons that had just 
emerged from the abyss of darkness, and regions of the 
damned; threatening men and women with death and devas- 
tation, excepting they complied with all their wishes: Drag- 
ing and foreing them away from Weir, dope before the 
muzzle of their guns, and points of their bayonets: Driving 
them to the Lake, where they placed them upon one of the 
docks of the place, forming a guard around them; compelling 
them to remain there, both day and night, until the, fiendish 
spoils, then forcing: them (their prisoners) upon boats 
transported them away, and dropped them at different ports 
Destitute and penniless now, was that robbed people, drop- 
ped among a proud ‘and cold-hearted community. In this 
blood and rarnage, Erüres, 
on 


ancient Prophets, literally 

or there shall be in every place, andd in 

cities, a great insurrection upon those that feér 
They shall be like maj-men, sparing none, still destroying 
those that fear the Lord, for they shall waste and take ‘away 
their them ont oftheir band See 
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Suffering and want was now the common lot of the Saints. 
However, they obtained shelter and employment to the best 
advantage, as chance would offer them the opportunity, 

After the elapsing of two years, he then moved to the 
north western part of the state of Wisconsin, and located in 
Jackson County, of that State, opened up a farm, and com- 
menced farming pursuits, not forgetting, however, to preach 
to the people as opportunity would offer, crying repentance 
unto’them. Many of the Saints located in that vicinity, but 
the love of some began to wax cold, and there were broils 
and contentions among them. They became slack in duty, 
weak in faith, and slow to keep the commandments of the 
Lord. ne darkness began to brood over the 


minds of many. threatening clouds of — 
began to ari ae better portion of them. 
About this in that country, he beheld a great phe- 


nomenon in the firmament, like this: As he was lying upon 
his bed, at the hour of about three o’clock one night, upon a 
sudden, it became considerably light in the room where he 
was lying. His eyes were open, and he saw shadows passing 
swiftly around upon the inside wall of the house, the light 
shining through an open window, on the opposite side of the 
wall. He arose with all possible quickness, and looking out 
about two hundred and fifty feet, and about seventy-five feet 
above the surface of the earth, he saw a figure of about forty- 
five or fifty feet long, Its dimensions seemed to be tiue in 
every way, its body had the appearance of being almost or 
quite puré fire. Its front end was pointed, similar to that of 
a smoothing iron; flaring back to the rear end with a true 
and regular taper, until its width at that end seemed to be 
some ten or twelve feet across. Its speed being about. like 
that of a railroad locomotive, when at full speed; its course 
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seemed to be straight from the west towards the east, with a 
It was soon gone and he saw it no mon. 

and two miles away, to the town of Hixton, where he opened 
wide the doors of his house, for‘a free admittance to all who 
Sabbath dax. 

Tithe glided: away, end like in ell 
when there was a dispensation of the Gospel given to man on 
earth, the adversary ot all righteousness again began to renew 
his energies, ‘and infuse into the hearts of the people, the 
spirit of maliciousness against the Saints. And many of them 
waxed cold, and became scornful) toward their brethren. 
Among them was a man by the name of Wantse, that now 
had taken a bold and malicious position among those of the 
church, that did not n 
bing and driving the Saints. f 

He visited him and solicited him to ere 
that be was then making. against 8 „though 
it seemed that he was . He ‘persisted in 
his threats, and souring the minds of all that gave credetice to 
his falsehoqds. At the close of the American war, he boasted 
that he had) secret’ combined party of men that was at his 
control. He patjicly boasted of being in ness to carry 
out his long protrapted threats of killing and exterminating the 
Saints. Soon Hutchins reédived the word that he vas ming 
to his house with his men masked, and he should eause the 
door of his house to be Ufoken in, and his men should hang 
him in his house, and then they should push their raids 
against the remaining ones, by putting into foros lis exter- 
minating threats, as he had been threatening for some two 
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years. He apprehended danger approaching, consequently 
he arose and went to a settlement of Saints, thirty miles away, 
that he might inform them from appearances, that Wentze 
would soon be upon them, with a mobbing band of lawless — 
meny and for them to do for the best for their safety against 
for him to travel the road, though he traveled in the night 
time, that he might not fall into the hands of any of that 
posse. But on arriving at home, he found his dwelling house 
thrown down, and its fixtures these 
following: 

MR. we reason to 
lieve that you are a d—m old rascal, and we have been 
troubled enough with your rascality, we called on you to let 
you know that you must leave this place, and if you stay 
here one half hour, we will string nrsncas tree, and 
you musen’t take a thing from . | “NIGILANOE: 


Mr. Hutchins. 
L's d household effects being in ruins, it had 

ap in tnt Wantze and hig posse were the per- 
petrators, but any opportunity for bring the offenders 
to a bar of justice, by a process of la — utterly hope- 
less. A chance for the security of hi life: had every appear- 
ance of being narrow and shallow. However, Ke ventured 
to go to a house, that was neat by. The land- 
lord on seeing him, quickly advised that Xe should not stop 
a moment, for without doubt, fe was in great danger. 
But vas much fatigued in tonsequeneg of travelling 
on foot, over a frozen and sno-wy and it seemed to be 
out-of the question of his going much farther just then, 
therefore, he concealed himself to the best advantage for that 
day, in the garret of a housetop, to await another succeeding 
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earth shade, thet him chance for 
escaping the threatened ravages, and hands of a lawlesa ban- 


ditti of mebbererats, that then — — the 
town of Hixon, Wann Wiseon- 

At the beten ofnight; 
way to, some unknown | forthe security’ of 

Then Xo prayed this prayer. ‘@ God, the 
and Creator of heaven and earth; inasmuch — 
longeth to thee, and that thy word has gone forth ameng 
men, that thou wilt prederve thine: then O God, wilt thou 
take cognizance of the present situation and circumstances of 
this mortal frame of mine, and shield me from the ravings 
of evil designing men; inasmach as these marauders have dug 
a pit forthe overthrow of this, thy servant... Then O God, 
after their rebuke, if they will not turn unto thee, with full 
purpose of heart in the — Ag commandments, that 
thou mayest heal them us day of thy wrath and in- 
— — let them blaader,: stumble 
and fall into the ditch that they intended for the destruction 
of the innocent. If they repent before thee forgive them 
if not then let thy fury and judgments be: their common lot; 
even unto their third and fourth generation: — 
will not repent. and turn unto thee; Amen. 
He then 
proceed far however, when he found that it had wasted away 
and he was upon a trackless route, in the midgt of snow drifts 
from two to chreb feet deep · He struggled- through them to 
the best advantage, for the distance of some two miles, where 
he came to the Black, River stage road,, of which, he found to 
be in a common traveling order. He tou the shoesfrom 
his feet, removed the snow and ice from them; then moved on 
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towards the Falls of 


ed that there was a portion of — in wait 
at that place for hin; allowing that he should be ssen there. 
vit being his best chance, however, to get away from among 
„Klett, he traveled on in that diregtion, and finally passed 
through the village at about twelve o'clock at night, unmo- 
lested. His feet were gradually freezing, for the rohd was 
and a half miles, he halted for the purpose of starting a fire 
if possible, to warm him that he might escape perishing with 
cold. He luckily had a few fire matches of an inferior qual- 
ity, in his pocket, and he had procured a slip of a shingle 
from the road-side for the friction of the matches and kind- 
ling pur poses etc., for all down timber in the forest was cov- 
ered with snow, which rendered his chance for fire kind · 
ling doubtful. However, he fortunately succeeded at length, 
attended with much difficulty’ Ifor his fingers had lost their 
sensation of feeling), to get a fire started at the root of a 
forest pine tree, that was a little pitchy on one side, 
which was of much advantage for the progress of his fire, but 
his feet being considerably frozen, and his hands and body 
badly chilled, when the warmth of the fire began to oper- 
ate upon him, his frame trembled from its centre to its cir- 


we ‘yet! old man now, for to let you know, 
That heur you cannot stay, but away you shall goe. | 
Oh, the mobbers of Hixtown they say that he shall goe, 

Oh the mobbers of the town of Hixton, them you may know. 
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We believe you’ra — 
But if you stay here half an hour we will string you on @ trees. 

Oh the mobbers of Hixton town, they say that you shall goe, _ 


We have torn your'hduse the ground, and we shall haste'away, 
We have broke the law of the land and we must not hear delay. 
Oh the mobbers of Hixton town they say that you shall go, 


We have made your liouse desolate, your goods to mould and decay, 
You shall not be seen here, you shall make trachs and haste away.: 
Oh the mobbers of Hixon town they say that you shall goe, 

Oh, rr of Hixton them you may Kn. 


We have Ighored in the night, —— 
Now away with you old man, you shall in our to wu. 


8 ., * * 

Otherwise your life shall go, and your Mormanism we will rend. 

tite * * * * 


ond, 
— — 


b baouabe to be the law, and its all left for us to say, | | 


And its enough for you to know old man, you shall go‘away. ad 


Oh the * ~ * * * 
We are coimbined and forty or more is our strong auinber, ve 
You shall haste away old man, or in death’s arms you shall slumber . 
Oh the mobbers of Hixton town they say thut you shall fie, 


* 
Oh the mobbers of the town of Hixten them you may know. 
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After weltering through several hours of the latter part of 
a bitter cold night, in the open air, when daylight appeared 

he found himself almost unable to walk. Though hobbling, 
he moved away to the distance of twenty miles, meeting with 
an opportunity to tide a portion of the distance. He then 
— ‘feet; hands and funetions 
m. ab above named George Wentze was yet, and continually 
pouring forth his threats, such as killing, plundering and ex- 
— Sainte that were residing in those parts of 
the country, being sustained by some dissenters and others of 
the Gentiles. Sweating in hiswrath, and from e 
ness of his heart, saying that he intended to shoot wn 
on sight. Instilling into the hearts and minds of his satel- 
lites, an increased degree of a mobberatic and murderous spirit 
into the feelings of those who were his associates, (and none 
but the very vilest were such), until he so managed and suc- 
ceeded with his lies and hard swearing—until he reached the 
point of blending law and mobocracy in his favor 
with the intention howing the 
murderous. designs of-hi his posse, and that the law had 
no demands against therefore the dictation of wisdom 
was that he shouid not fall into their hands. But Wantze 
caused his life to be sought from place to place, from house 
to house, from county to county, from state to state, with the 


. vehemency as that of some demoniac, possessed with the 
spirit of some elf, just emerged from the infernal regions, 
into this world, for no other purpose than for the destroying 
and obliterating the very last remains of truth that might be 
found left upon the earth. 

County Gourt of the law, until he, himself, was impeached by 
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the testimony of many worthy witnesses at the Court House 


in Galesville, County site of Trempeleau County, in the State 
of Wisconsin, and in the year of one thousand eight hundred 
and sixty seven. Thus that man was cursed by the law, 
dishonored and defamed by the testimony of witnesses; and 
disgraced in the eyes and estimation of all good men and 
women that knew him. Therefore, we can see that those 
that take a decided position against the chosen of God's 
people, if persisted in, will sooner or later, bring 8 N 
selves a punishment that is irresistible. * 


AN EPISTLE WRITTEN AND SENT TO ion, — — 
THE 47H. 1868. 


Pres. JoHNSON—DEAR AND HONORABLE Sin:—I assume 
the present opportunity of addressing to your Highness, this 
epistle, of which its contents is intended for your deliberate, 
due and high-minded consideration. And in the solemnity of 
heart, and in the spirit of meekness, sobriety and truth, do 
I wish and desire to approach your goodness: Appreciating 
the fact that you are now standing as the great chieftain unto 
the people of this Republic—even the Nation of North 
Americ Re Constitution that was framed and 
Wey the Fathers of our country, from which foun- 
dation extends its branches of law, that guides the footsteps 
of its teeming thousands that now inhabit this land. There- 
fore, in contemplating upon the past; considering and re- 
viewing the future, relative to the Prophets. Also realizing the 
fact that wickedness has become mountainous upon this earth 
in the present age of the world ; and seeing, Mr. Johnson, that 
you now stand at the supreme head of a numerous people 
upon earth, that is now tabernacled in the flesh upon this 


land. And peradventure, that you will use our influence ; 
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and energies in the behalf of the people of your jurisdiction, 
in the line of rightousness, and call upon them by a loud and 
frank proclamation to repent, then possibly many will reform, 
believe the truth—be baptized—receive a remission of their 
sins—work righteously, and by and by be saved in the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 

I an individual is honorable when 8 over a re- 
bellious and wicked people, how much more honorable when 
presiding over a righteous Nation. I feel to say to you, Mr. 
Johnson, that these are the latter days of this world, and I 
advise you (as one that loves the souls of men) to repent and 
love the Lord thy God, wich all thy might, mind and strength, 
and thy neighbor as thyself. God is just, and he has no re- 
spect of persons; all are the workmanship of his hands. He 
created the beggar that walks over the dunghill, and the 
king that sits upon his throne. He causes the sun to shine 
freely upon all; by his law he organized the clouds of the 
firmament that they might administer showers of water, to 
administer to the thirst of the earth. He causes the land to 
bring forth for the sustenance of all living upon the earth, 
He has created the Heavens, established Earth, and has 
formed man of a portion of the atomb dr 16 ball on which 
the creature (man) stands. He has established tha stars of 
the firmament for ever; and has placed the sun upon his or- 
bit, and has given to it its bounds. The earth he caused to 
roll upon its axis, even as he hath determined it ; and with all 
the works of his matchless hand is established in the limits of 
a boundless space, and an endless eternity. | 

Not anything has He 
prehension—His eyes are upon all men—He promises the in- 
mates of this world eternal life, upon the conditions of their 
obedience to his laws. And why will the world of mankind 
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welter age after age, hobbled with the shackles of wickedness; 
should not the world of nm 
superior forever. 

Now if vil ani 
then universal righteousness will lead unto. universal . happi- 


ness, Then reflect upon the past and remember the flood of 
water in the days of Noah. Consider the plagues, in the 
days of Pharaoh; forget not the dowufall of the Roman Em- 
pire. Remember the overthrow of the city of Jerusalem 
the dispersion of the Jews. Likewise, see the signs of the 
times in this our day; and know ye, that the same causes 
will produce the same or same like effect in all ages of the 
World. being his 

administrations. 
official minister of all the States and Territories, Mr. John- 
son, that now belongs to this great Republic, of which epistle 
I have sent to your honor a copy; and. if agreeable with 
your feelings, on the reception of this, return me an answer, 
that I may know of your goodness how such a movement in 
me agrees with your approbation: Direct to Arcadia, Wis. 
With honor, 

JAMES HUTCHINS. 


GHAPTER FIRST—A MEMORIAL, 


The acts of the human family in gone by ages of, ams 
and that which has followed as a consequence, leaves us a 
lasting testimony of the fact that it is true even as Solomon, 
the king of Israel hath said that righteousness exalteth a 
nation, but that sin is.a reproach to any people. That we 
are living in a momentuous age of the world is plain; yea, in 
a day that many ancient Prophets foresaw, in their day, 


20 
through the visions of heaven, and by the aid of the spirit of 


prophesy which attended the faithful servants of God, where- 
by they have left many important facts recorded in divine 
history, for the consideration and mann 
ly in the age of the world in which we live. 

For instanoe, Paul, the Apostle, in the meridian of time, 
in writing to his son Timothy, we find on record a very sen- 
sitive account of the character of the human family in these, 
our days, wherein hesays: ‘This know also, that in the last 
days, perilous times shall come; for men shall be lovers of 
their own selves; covetous boasters, proud blasphemers, dis- 
obedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affec- 
tion, truce breakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce,despisers 
of those that are good, traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of 
pleasure, more than lovers of God. Having a form of god- 
liness, but. denying the power thereof etc. See book of 
Timothy. That such is the spirit, practice and scandal of the 
times in this world at the present age, is so plain that all can 
see that choose to look; the glory of America, seems to be up- 
on the wane. The government comparatively shorn of its 
chastity and virtue, as was Sampson of his locks while upon 
the lap of the traitorous Delilah, Alas! is there no balm or 
healing medicine that can ** 
and weltering try. 

It seems that’@-spirit of a Cain, a Nero e with 
the combined powers of the evil one, write in’ ‘dp the 
gions. 

Why, to hear of numerous murderings, 
mobbings, thievings, lyings, Nef, cheatings, defraud- 
ings that are increasing with time, upon this continent, as a 
pestilential disease, it is caloulated to be alarming and chill- 


“Al 

i 

i 

. 

7 

t 

wa 

1 

+ 
iy 


| 21 
ing to the feelings of the weakest philanthropist of the age. 
Will not misery and woe follow ? Without a reformation, it is 
obvious that the human family is continually: ‘relapsing into 


Governors, Senators, Judges, Lawyers and Dectors of this 
nation, repent and turn unto God, work ‘righteousness,.:and 
to bring them unto a point of repentance, in their different 
districts and departments; that righteousness: may be as 
faithfully and strictly lived up to upon this land, as ever sin 
and wickedness has been ‘people, glory 
dwell upon this our land. 
That which is 
times, indicate the second coming of the son of God, and if I 
presence. The ancient Prophet Malachi, reasons thisisub- 
ject by saying: But who may abide the day of: his o- 
ing, and who shall stand when he appeareth, for he is like a 
reſiner's fire, and like fuller’s soap;: For behold, the day 
cometh that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud; yea, 
and all that do wickedly shall be as stubble, and the day that 
cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lard of hosts, that it 
shall leave them neither root nor branch — See book of Mal- 
achi. Such, without doubt, will be the unfortunate and 
common lot of all that will not turn unto righteousness in 
that day. But for the consolation of the:righteous in those 
days, the same Prophet says: But unto you that: fear my 
name shall the Sun ot Righteousness arise with hesling ia his 
wings, and ye shall go forth and grow up as calves of the 
stall, and ye shall tread down the wicked, for they shall be as 
ashes under the soles of your feet, ia ‘the duy that I shall do 
this, saith the Lord of hosts. 


vice, arroganey and destruction, Therefore, will not the 
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That God has created man with thinking faculties is plain; 
endowed him with reasoning powers, a disposition and deep 
desire to be saved in the mansions of a blissful world. Then, 
oh welteting man, why not repent of all sins, and conscien- 
tionsly cleave unto the redeeming principles of life and salva- 
‘tion, that thou may obtain a crown of righteousness, and se- 
eure for thyself life everlasting. Thou hast thine: agency 
with good and evil placed before thee. But why choose the 
evil and refuse the good; why not eschew the evil and cleave 
unto the good that it may be well with thee and thy children 
ina day to come, Tea, and do the will of high and kind 
Heaven; and by so doing you will’ not incur the vengeance 
of a just God upon you. But if all will not abolish: and 
abandon their wicked and sinful practices, then will the hon- 
est designing, relenting and truth searching ones of man- 
kind lay up for themselves treasures in heaven, where the 
Savior said “neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, nor thieves 
break through and steal.“ Then shame and infamy will 
only blacken the guilty party, while the righteous will shine 
forth in the everlasting kingdom of their God, with a greater 
brilliancy than that of the shining sun at noonday ; that 
these are the last days and latter age of the world, and that 
the axe is laid at the root of the trees, and that every tree 
that will not bring forth good fruit will be hewn down and 
cast into the fire. And that it isa day of warning, but not 
a day of many words; and that the Son of God said:“ what 
_ [say unto one I say unto all, watch, for in such an hour as 
ye think not the son of man cometh, and that God is change- 
less, even the same yesterday, to-day and forever; and that 
no man, can by any possible means, be saved in his sins, and 
that all must stand at the on of Guage be judged with a 
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righteous judgment, — 
in the bod. bes 

Therefore, our unto all men 
repent, Tea, even the high, the low, the rich, the poor, the 
old, the young, the bond, the free of all grades, rinks, pro- 
fessions, tongues, parties, ‘sects and denomiuutions. Tea, 
abolish and obliterate all of your murderings; robbings, lyings, 
deceivings, , cheatings, mobbingsr whoredoms, envy ings, 
strifes and abominations ery now of 
mankind. 

In the name of the Lord ‘Jesus, and under ihe: t 
eye of the Almighty, do we desire all, both old and young, 
to reform in your habits, by turning far away from all those 
ruinous, devastating, conscience condemning practices, —ů 
ing of all evil, then live to the priticiples of morality, human 
ity, chastity, truth, humility and christianity, that you bey 
escape the sinner's punishment, and secure for yourselves 3 
crown of in a — that fadeth not 
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OoPY, — 


Mr Grant, President of the United States 

HoxonA BLA — Seeing that fortune has favored ‘you 
with the ascendency of a seat upon the presidential chair of 
this nation, which places you at the supreme head of ‘a 
numerous people in matters of administration upon this land, 
for the next four successive years to come. Therefore, I'as- 
sume the opportunity of addressing your honor, with u few 
lines for your personal and due considération’ while in your 


magisterial administratorship. And I wish to approach your 
honor and dignity under the'influénce of the spirit of truth, 


philanthrophy, fidelity snd humanty. In thé line and by 
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the way of exhortation in relation to the welfare of human 
beings in this world and that which is to come. 
Solomon, one of the ancient Kings of Israel, has left an 
item recorded in divine history, that seems to be well worthy 
of.commanding the attention and consideration of all men 
placed in a national capacity, particularly when and wherever 
the reputation of great men becomes characteristical of true 
deportment. He (Solomon) announces this truth: “That 
righteousness exalteth a nation, but that sin is a reproach to 
any people. And for a seal to the truth of this statement of 
his we have only to refer our minds back to the reproachableness 
of a portion of our ancestors. Even the Antediluvians who 
were cut off from the earth with an overwhelming flood of 
water in consequence of their reproachful fruit and vile sins. 

The character and destruction of the Sodomites is none 
theless an example. The Jews that were overthrown by the 
Roman arms, banished and scattered to the four quarters of 
the earth, in consequence of their disobedience to a righteous 
call, is a fact well tested that they have not only been 
scourged and reproached in past times, not only by persofié 
reproachers, but also by national defamation and scurrility. 
Now that the American Anglo-saxon race is possessed with 
every essential attainment in point of intellectual faculties, 
is plain that they might repent.of their sins, and become an 
exalted nation in. righteousness and dwell forever; then will 
he not do so when invited to the throne of grace by . 
tain of his nation. 10 

That ein and of this 
A that but few would at- 
tempt to dispute. E 
ly ahoew the truthfulness af the fact. 

Da d when upon his earthly —— 
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came not to call the righteous, but sinners’ unto repentance. 
Alas, the bitter fruits of this nation, among the people bloom 
out into dark and dire colored blossoms of rebeldom, mur- 
derings, robbings, thievings, bloodsheddings, whoredoms; mob- 
bings, plunderings, lyings, deceivings, bickerings, cheatings, 
swindlings, secret combinations, hypocrisies and abomina- 
tions, that is detestable with God the Creator of heaven and 
earth. Can not those things be done away? For they are 
the vile, bitter, contaminating, devastating and ne 
fruits of a sin-smitten and wicked people. 

Therefore, in the behalf oF humanity, life, honesty, truth, 
chastity, fidelity, honor, charity, tranquility, harmony, 
peacability and meekness, do J advise, admonish and exhort 
the high, the low, the rich, the poor, the proud, the haughty, 
the old, the young, .the bond, the free of allranks, grades, 
yea, even all under the whole heavens, to repent’ and put far 
away from you all murderings, all bloodsheddings, all rob- 
bings, all plunderings, all whoredoms, all deceivings, all cheat- 
ings, all mobbings, all hypocrisjes, all envyings, all strifes 
and contentions, then bring ke Sractice, and cleave unto the 
laudable principles of morality;: chastity; “decency; 

charity, philanthropy, tranquility, harmony, ‘christianity and 
’ peacability ; that all may be right with you in a day to come. 
In the spirit of meekness and truth, I feel to say unto you ‘all, 
that these are the latter days of the mortal age of this world, 
and seeing that the axe is laid at the root of the trees, and 
that every tree that will not bring forth good fruit; will be 
hewn down and cast into the fire. And that this is‘ day of 
warning, but not a day of many words: And that no man 
can, by any known means or possibility; be save or made 
happy in his sins. God is changeless, and all, great and 
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good and bad, must stand before him to — 
deeds done in the body. tte 
‘Therefore, in the name of Jesus, e n 
seeing eye of the Almighty, do I admonish you, warn you, 
advise you and exhort you all unto a repentence ofall your 
sins before God and become faithful workers and practisers 
of truth and righteousness, being baptized. And if all will 
not do so, then let the truth-loving, relenting and Godly 
designing portion of the human family, lay up for themselves 
treasures in heaven, against the day when the Lord Jesus 
will descend from heaven to earth jn flaming fire; taking 
vengeance on them that know not that obey not the 
Gospel of him that liveth forever. | 70 


While time glides along like the stream that dries not away, 
Let man make good his time and falter not in his day, 
Stars and worlds above and the earth alone below, 

Man created of the dust, God saw fit to make him so, 

He was made for good and never was he intended for bad, 
Why then live life in sin and mourn out thy days so sad ? 


Mx. Grant—Dzar Thou whom the voice of the ma- 
jority of the people of this nation, have by the voluntary act 
of their free will, placed thee upon the throne of the judg- 
ment seat of the United States of North America—that you 
may preside over, and as a Prince or Patriarch, deal out jus- 
‘tice to all in temporal things: Now and therefore, if thou 
will love, serve and obey the Lord thy God, with thy whole 
heart, mind and strength, of which will inspire and influ- 
ence thee to love thy neighbor as thyself. Then by loud and 
frank proclamation; and in the name of. Christ, the Re- 
deemer of the world: call upon those of thy jurisdiction to 
abandon, abolish and to obliterate all of their murderings, 
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combinations and all abominations that now characterize 
this world. Reforming and repenting of all crimes and sins, 
then do the work of righteousness to secure unto thyself and 
selves in the world to come, a crown that fadeth not away. 
Having a right to the tree of life, where thou canst live 


through the immortal ages of endless time. 
With high respectability to your honor, and due reverence 
to your highness; » lover of truth and justice, assign 
JAMES HUTCHINS. | 
To Mr. b. 8. Grant, President of the United States. 


One thousand eight hundred visited the 
Utah Mormons, expressly to preach the life and 
salvation upto t how them their ene. the 
law of the ong them—persuade then to return to 
God; bedothe a righteous people if posible, and dwell for- 
ever. 

After having made a thorough request of Mr. Brigham 
Young and his Council, at Salt Lake City; Utah Territory, 
for the use of some one of his public halls for preaching: pur- 
poses, that I might deliver before him and his followers; some 
more or less of the Gospel of Jesus Obrist, the order of the 
priesthood, the latter day work of God upon the earth; the 
faith and hope that was within me, relative to the dispensa- 
tion of the falness of times in those, the latter days, eto. 
Church of God on earth, was called by divine authority ; or- 
dained to the priesthood under the hand of angels—acknowl- 
edged by the Saints to be a prophet, seer: and revelator, it 
is useless for me here to introduce any testimony in. favor of 
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28 
a truth that is already so deeply rooted and seated in the 
heart, mind and faith of so many thousands of individuals as 
is at the present day. And that he organized the Church of 
Jesus Christ, April the sixth, 1830. 

The revelations given through him to the church, from shen 
until the time of his martyrdom, is also believed, whether or 
not, that the people of that faith, have or have not lived in 
full obedience to the requirements that is inculcated in the 
revelations thus given. Nevertheless, I presume that none 
will object to my appeal to the Book in which we believe. If 
I may enter in upon a scriptural investigation of the former, 
and present the character of the Church of God, to which we 
claim to be members of. In one of the first revelations given 
after the organization of the church in 1830, we find these 
words written. Wherefore, (meaning the church) thou shall 
give heed unt ‘all of his (Joseph’s) words and command- 
ments, which he shall give unto you, (the ohureh) as he re- 
ceiveth them walking in all holiness before me for his word | 
ye (the church) shall receive as if from mine own mouth, in 
all patience and faith; for by doing these things the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against you, (the church) yea, and the 
Lord God will disperse the powers of darkness from before 
you, and cause the heavens to shake for your good and his 
name's glory; for thus saith the Lord God: Him (Joseph) 
have I inspired to move the cause of Zion in mighty power, 
for good and his diligence 1 know, and his prayeis I have 
heard. Yea, his weeping for Zion, I have seen, and I will 
cause that he shall mourn for her no longer, for his days of 
rejoicing are come unto the remission of his sins, and the 
manifestations of my blessings upon his works: , For be- 
hold, I will bless all those who labor in my vineyard, with a 
mighty blessing : and they shall believe on his words which 
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are given him through me. 8e B. a. vrs. 2 
and 8. 

reader, that the people as a church, be the number few or 
many, vas commanded to give heed and obedience to the 


commandments which he (Joseph) should give unto them, 


and that they should receive them (the commandments) as if 
from God's own mouth. And upon the conditions of their 
obedience to the commandments thus given, as God might in 
his superior judgment see fit to give unto them, (the church) 


of darkness from before them, and cause the heavens to shake 


for their good; and that even the 3 
prevail against them. 6 

The reader will bear in e 
ded upon his obedience to the commandments of God. In 
contemplating upon the faithfulness of the Almighty, in re- 
gard to the unto his creatures, that he can not nor 
will not lie, therefore, inasmuch as the powers of darkness 
were not dispelled, neither the heavens shaken, and that the 
gates and powers of hell have prevailed against the people. 
Deplorable as it is, it is none the less a fact, than that they 
as a church and people, did not altogether nnr 
in Heaven at that time. 

And again, see revelation given qune 1881. Bchold, the 


Lord c and he that will not obey shall be cut off 
—— — And after that I have commanded 
and the commandment is broken, wherefore, I the Lord com- 
mand and revoke, as it seemeth me good, and all this to be 
answered upon the heads of the rebellious, saith the Lord. 
Behold, thus saith the Lord; unto my people you have 

things to do, and to repent. of, for behold; your sins 
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and the promise was that the Lord would disperse the powers 
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come up unto me and are not pardoned, because you seek to 
counsel in your own ways. And your hearts are not satis- 


fied, and ye obey not the truth; but have — in un- 
righteousness. See sec. 56, vrs. 2 and 4. id 
In this revelation that shows to have been given fourteen 


fifteen months after the organization of the church, the 


Lord says: I commandeth and he that will not obey shall 
be cut off“ And that they, (the church) had many things to 
do and to repent of: And that their sins had went up to him, 
and at that time they stood unpardoned, in consequence of 
the fact that they had sought to counsel in their own ways, 

in preference to being oounseled by him. And that their 
hearts were not satisfied ; and that they obeyed not the trath, 


and that they took pleasure in their unrighteousness. © 
We will pass on to section 59, and there see what is writ- 


ten in a revelation given the same date, and three months 
later, upon the land of Zion. Behold, blessed saith the Lord, 
are they who have come up unto this land, (take notice) with 
an eye single to my glory, according to my commandments, 
for them that live shall inherit the earth, and them that die 
shall rest from all their labors, and their works shall follow 
them, and they shall receive a crown in the mansions of my 
Father, which I have prepared for them; yea, blessed are 
they whose feet stand upon the land of Zion—who have obey- 
ed my Gospel, for they shall receive for their reward the 
good things of the earth, and it shall bring forth in its 


strength, and they shall also be crowned with’blessings from 
above; yea, and with commandments nota few, and with 
revelations in their time ; they that are faithful and diligent 
before me. Wherefore, I give unto them a ‘commandment 
saying thus. Thou shall love the Lord, thy God, with all 
thy heart ; with all thy might, mind and strength; and in 
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the name of Jesus Christ thou shalt serve him. ‘Thou shalt 


love thy neighbor as thyself. Thou ahalt not steal ; neither 
commit adultery; nor kill, nor do anything like unto it. 
Thou shalt thank the Lord thy God in all things; thou shalt 
offer a. gacrifice unto. the Lord thy God in oe 
even that of a broken heart and a contrite. Spirit. 
promise offered in this revelation unto — — 
good things of the earth, such as eatables and wearables for 
the comfort of the body; and that the earth should. bring 
forth in its strength, and that they should be... crowned with 
„ blessings from above, commandments and revelations not a 
em their time. That their spirits might be fed likewise, 
with spirit food; that man might rejoice in the blessings of 
both earth and heaven, that his Creator had bestowed upon 
him, from the fact that he had cheerfully obeyed him. 

But we will pass on to the latter part of the fiſteenth verse 
of the next succeeding section, wherein it reads as follows: 
„Therefore, let all men beware how they take my name in 
their lips; for behold, verily I say that many there be who 
are under this condemnation, who useth it in vain, having 
not authority: wherefore, let the church repent of their sins, 
and I the Lord, will own them. 
shall be cut ofl. 

latter part of verse four, that reads thus: No I the Lord 
am not well pleased with the inhabitants of Zion; for there 
are idlers among them, and their children are also growing 
up in wickedness ; they also seek not earnestly the riches of 
eternity, but their eyes are full of greediness. These things 
ought not to be, and must be done away from among them. 

The reader, I presume, will spare no pains in considering 
the fact that all the words that Ged speaks, stand intrinsio- 
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ally true and independent for truth, and stand in no need of 
any props or braces to bear them up. 

We will pass along over to sec. 83, and see what is recor- 
ded there, of which reads as follows : “And now I give unto 
you a commandment to beware concerning yourselves; to 

give diligent heed to the words of eternal life, for you * 
live by every word that proceedeth from the mouth of God, 
for the word of the Lord is truth: And your minds in times 
past have been darkened because of unbelief, and because 
you have ‘treated lightly the things ( commandments) you 
have received with vanity and — b 0 
whole church under condemnation and thy. 
resteth upon the children of Zion, even all. And they shall 
remain under condemnation (how long Lord) until they re- 
pent and remember the new covenant, even the book of Mor- 
mon (take notice) and the former commandments I have giv- 
en them, not only to say but to do according to that which I 
have written, that they (the church) may bring forth fruit, 
meet for their Father's kingdom; otherwise there remaineth 
a scourge and 0 to be n out agentes children 
of Zion.“ 

The mercifulness as lone ce of our God . his 
people, notwithstanding their long and cherished disposition 
to disobey his commandments, should not be soon forgotten 
by those of his people, for the hand of his n ee 
stretched out toward them. ü 

We will turn to section 94, to a ee given e 
1833.—See sec, 94, and latter part of verse five, wherein it 
says: ‘Behold! and lo, vengeance - cometh speedily upon 
the ungodly, as the whirlwind ; and whosoever shall escape it, 
the Lord's scourge shall pass over by night and by day, and 
the report thereof shall vex all people; yet it shall not be 
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stayed until the Lord come. For che indignation of the 
Lord is kindled against their abominations and all their wick- 
ed works. -Notwithstanding, Zion shall escape if she observe 
to do all things whatsoever I have commanded her ; but if she 
observe not to do whatsoever I have commanded her, (the 
reader will take notice) I will visit her according to all her 
works, with sore affliction, with pestilence, with plague, with 
sword, with vengeance, with devouring ‘fire. Nevertheless, 
let it be read this once in their ears; that I, the Lord, have 
accepted of their offerings, andif she sin no more, none of 
these things shall come upon her, and I will bless her with 
blessings and multiply a multiplicity.of blessings upon her, 
and upon her generations or ever and ever, 
your God.“ 

In this revelation the reader cannot easily fail of 10 
that notwithstanding the previous disobedience of that people, 
: the children of Zion—to his commandments, yet 
the Lord God offers to rescue them from the pending sour- 
ges that he has decreed that shall come upon the head of the 
wicked, and also with the promise of augmented blessings and 
a forgiveness of her sins, upon the conditions that she would 
turn and do all things whatever he had commanded her. But, 
on the other hand, if she did not do whatever he had com- 
manded her, he would visit her according’ to all her works. 
ably it would not be amiss to notice: a revelation given in 
1888 ; wherein the Lord spake concerning the church, when, 
at Kirtland, Ohio, hesaid: “Behold! I, the Lord, am not 
well pleased with many who are in the church at Kirtland, 
for they do not forsake their sins and their wicked ways; the 
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W unto them. Verily I say unto; you, 
that I the Lord, will chasten them, and will do whatsoever I 
list if they do not repent and observe all things whatsoever I 
have said unto them; and again I say unto you, if ye observe 
to do whatsoever I command you, I, the Lord, will turn away 
all wrath and indignation from you, and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against you.” 

Here the offer that if 


serve to do whatsoever they were cammanded, that all wrath 


and indignation should be turned away from them, and that 
the gates of hell should not I against them. Sec. 95 


verse 4. 
If all wrath and indignation had been . away from 


that people, and the gates of hell had not prevailed against 


them, then it is more than probable that the circumstances of 

that portion of them that inhabit the parched land in the 

mountains of Utah, would be something different, and likely 

altogether better, — 
Loung. 

Let us turn to section 98, verses 1, 2 and 3. —— 
given in 1833, the Lord said: ‘‘Verily I say unto you, con- 
cerning your brethren who have been afflicted, and persecu- 
ted, and cast out from the landof their inheritance, I, the 
Lord, have suffered the affliction to come upon them wherewith 
they have been afflicted, in consequence of their transgress- 
ions; yet I, will own them and they shall be mine in that day 
when I shall come to make up my jewels. Therefore, they 
must needs be chastened and tried, even as Abraham, who 
was commanded to offer up his only son; for all those who will 
not endure chastening, but deny me, oan not be sanctified. 
Behold! I say unto you: there were jarrings and contentions, — 
and envyings, and strife, and lustful: and covetous desires 
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inheritances ; they were slow to hearken unto the voice of the 
Lord their God, therefore the Lord is slow to hearken unto 
their prayers—to answer them in the day of their trouble. 

Let us again pass to sec. 102, and hear what the Lord 
said, June 22, 1834, on Fishing River, Missouri. “Verily 
I say unto you who have assembled yourselves together that 
you may learn my will concerning the redemption of mine 
afflicted people. Behold! I say unto you, were it not for the 
transgressions of my people; speaking concerning the church 
and not individuals, they might have been redeemed even 
now. But behold! they have not learned to be obedient to 
the things which I require at their hands, but are fall of all 
manner of evil, and do not impart of their substance as be- 
cometh’ Saints to the poor and afflicted among them, and are 
not united according to the union required by the law of the 
celestial Kingdom, and Zion cannot be built up unless it 
is by the principles of the law of the oelestial Kingdom. 
Otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself, and my people 
must needs be chastened until they learn 9 it 
must needs be by the things which they suffer. 

Let us again pass on to section 107, es 
Missouri to IIlinois, where we find this people concentrated 
upon the bank of the Mississippi river, and in the city of 
Nauvoo, where the Lord again spoke to them by the mouth 
of Joseph Smith, his servant. Notwithstanding all their 
of his commandments. Verily, thus saith the Lord unto you 
my servant, Joseph Smith, I am well pleased with your offer- 
ing and acknowledgments which you have made, for unto 
this end have I raised you up, that I migut shew forth my 
wisdom through the weak things of the earth. | Your prayers 


85 
among them, therefore, by these things they polluted their 


are acceptable before me, and in answer to them I say unto 
you, that you are now called immediately to make a solemn 
proclamation of my Gospel; and this stake which I have 
planted to be a corner stone of Zion, which shall be polished 
with that refinement which is after the similitude of a palace: 
But I command you all, ye my Saints, to build an house 
unto me, and I grant unto you a sufficient time to build an 
house unto me, and during this time your baptism shall be 
acceptable unto me. But behold! at the end of the ap- 
pointment, ye shall be rejeoted as a church with your dead, 
saith the Lord your God. For verily I say unto you, that 
after you have had sufficient time to build an house to me 
wherein the ordinance of baptizing forthe dead belongeth, 
and for which the same was instituted from before the foun- 
dation of the world, your baptism for your dead cannot be 
acceptable unto me, for therein are the keys of the holy 
priesthood ordained that you may receive honor and glory. 
And after this time your baptism for the dead by those who 
are scattered abroad are not acceptable unto me saith the 
Lord. * * Rey. * * * 
And verily I say unto you, let this house be built unto my 
name, that I may reveal my ordinances therein unto my peo- 
ple, for I deign to reveal unto my church, things which have 
been kept hid from before the foundation of the world 
things that pertain to the dispensation of the fulness of times, 
and I will show unto my servant Joseph all things pertaining 
to this house and the priesthood thereof; and the place 
whereon it shall be built, and ye shall build it upon the 
place where you have contemplated building it, for that is the 
spot which I have chosen for you to build it. If ye labor 
with all your mights I will consecrate that spot that it shall 
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be made holy, and if my people will hearken unto my voioe, 
and unto the voice of my servant whom I have appointed to 
lead my people, behold, verily I say unto you, they ahall not 
be moved out of their place. But if they will not hearken 
to my voice, nor unto the voice of those men whom I have 
appointed, they shall not be blest, because they pollute mine 
holy grounds and mine holy ordinances, ani ne und 
my holy words which I give unto then. 

my name, and do not do the things that I say, I will not 
perform the oath which I make unto you ; neither fulfill the 
promises which ye expect at my hands, saith the Lord, for 
instead of blessings by your own ‘works, bring cursings, 
wrath, indignation and judgments upon your own heads by 
your own follies, and by all your abominations * = 

The reader will discover and ‘consider some of e 
inent and leading features that is imbodied in this revelation, 
and when reviewed and followed out with a train of liberal 
annotations then seemingly, it cannot in the slightest degree 
have any tendency to mislead the conception of the faithful 
lover of truth. The Lord said: I grant unto you (the church) 
a sufficient time to build an house unto my name. Admitting 
that the Lord God in his infinite wisdom, saw proper to not 
reveal to them the limitation of that time. Yet, it is‘a'sufficien- 
cy for us to know that he is just and upright in all of his 
ways. And that his designs and purposes are best known to 
himself; and — to man 
good. 
Again, in mail to build 
that limitation of time, then the baptisms. for their dead ad- 
ministered by those scattered abroad was not to be accept- 
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able unto him. Therefore, that ordinance performed under 
Brigham Young’s administration is in every — un- 
availing. 
and if they did not these things,.(build. 
8 men) at the end of the appointment, they 
should be rejected as a church with their dead. But on the 
other hand, if they would hearken to his voice, and to the 
voice of his servants that he had appointed to lead them, they 
should not be moved out of their place. From the undispu- 
table fact that they were moved from the city of Nauvoo, 
consequently, it can not fail to follow them, that they were 
rejected, and the cause of their rejection was that they did 
not hearken to the voice of the Lord, nor to the voice of 
those men (Joseph and his council) that he had appointed to 
lead them. Therefore they were scattered abroad from the 
city of Nauvoo, to a distance not less than twelve or fourteen 
hundred miles, by the lying and telling influence of a Brig- 
ham Young, and by his councils placed in the trackless and 
sterile vallies of the mountains in Utah, there to/welter 
through a punishment that they incurred upon themselves in 
consequence of their long protracted disobedience to the com- 
mandments of their Redeemer, until they learn the lesson that 


Offer Brigham Young, at Salt Lake City, 
the 10 1870. 

Bro. Batanan Youne—Degar Sir: N your 
denial to me of the use of one or the other of your tabernacles 
for the purpose of my lecturing upon the doctrines of the 
Gospel, yet I feel to importune, and through this note I 
will again solicit your goodness, and once more ask your hu- 
manity for the privilege of the use of the old Tabernacle of 
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this city. If it should not be convenient for me to use it on 
Sabbath days, then other days will answer every purpose on 
my part. On the reception of this, give me an answer to the 
Wiel due re- 
Lace drr, ‘Uris, the na, 1670. 


Bro. Youne—Daar Sim: After waiting from 
the tenth instant to the present time, on your honor, for an 
answer to my proposed request of you, for the liberty and 
use of the old Tabernacle of your city, to be used by me on 
some days between Sabbaths, for preaching purposes, that I 
might freely speak before you and your people of truths that 
are of much importance, But if you decline, and it is re- 
pugnant to your feelings to allow or admit me such an op- 
portunity, then will you open up the columns of some one of 
your papers that is printed in this city, and allow me time 
and space to commit to paper the hope that is. within me per- 
taining to life and salvation; at the same time reserving to 
yourself an adequate right, and follow whatsoever may be 
set forth by me, and correct every error, should there be any.. 
On the reception of this, by the hand of the bearer, please 
return me an answer to the above, and I will ever pray. 
With due, eren to your honor, 
HUTCHINS. 


Basie lite — 1870. 
— 
to light; 
intervening veil of the lethargy souls ; cast away frou 
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40 
thee likewise the iron shackles: that have fettered thee for 
these many years, that thy faces may yet be seen in the oon - 
gregation of the just. Harden not thy hearts against the 
truth, stiffen not thy necks, lest thy souls should fail to re- 
joice, and thy feet not walk in the kingdom of thy God. 
Remember the word of the Lord unto thee, that came through 
the mouth of Joseph Smith, one of the Latter-Day Prophets, 
unto Thomas B. Marsh, in July in 1857, B. D. C. See sec. 
105, vrs. 5th ; and consider thyselves in the portion of the 
verse that says: And after their (the twelve) temptations 
and much tribulations, behold I the Lord, will feel after them 
(take notice now) and if they harden not their hearts, and 
stiffen not their necks against me, they shall be converted, 
and I (God) will heal them.“ | 

Now Bro. Young, remember that James Hutchins, one of 
the Apostles of the church and kingdon o came to this, 
your city, visited/ you in person, with request, your 
sanction for me, with the liberty of preaching in one or the 
other of the Tabernacles of this city, but you, with your own 
mouth said to me, no. By letters I have since solicited your 
humanity, in the behalf of an opportunity upon my part, to 
lay before you and your people, some of Heaven's truths ; 
but my epistle to you upon this subject, has up to the present, 
passed unanswered by you. Nevertheless, morality, orderly 
manners, and the spirit that dictates me in my feelings, for- 
bids me of making any further proposals or applications to 
vou at this time. But I am now upon the verge of return- 
ing to the country from which I came. But with a sorrow- 
ful heart; that in this city the gates of humanity have been 
shut and locked (as it were) against me; the hand of meroy 
cbenched, the door of charity never opened. But with’ the 
wallon of infidelity end — rolling up 
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(in the midst of weaker-ourents of air) destined: for s:sweep- 
ing tornado, for the desolation of trees that have been grow- 
ing for ages. But nevertheless, and notwithstanding; Bro. 
Young, after justice has its demands, then merey dnn claim ° 
its own. Thongh will you allow this, thy servant, to 
to exhort, vou in the name of the Lord; that 
when God feels after you and your brethréd, I ay, will you 
permit me to advise you to harden not your hearts, and stif- 
fen not your necks in the day of visitation, that the Lord 
Almighty may heal Jou. Remembering and considering 
that you are a rejected people of the Almighty, and have 
been from the day that you left the city of ‘Nauvoo, take 
these things into due consideration, search the scriptures, and 
read the revelations, and believe the ‘wordafof God us they 
are written upon record. And when thou seest wherein and 
stiffen thy necks, but humble thyselves before the mighty God 
of Heaven, and full not that destruction — — 
thee and thy house. ofc 
Apprehending this fact, hat Gd ort, 
a God of mercy, 4 God of justice an 1 a°God of power, and 
that the time is at hand when all people will know that he is 
God, in consequence of a matchless display of his power up- 
on the eurth, also 1 not al- 
n truth, and an exposer of error. 
I am a lover of the good, and a hater of the evil. But let 
the rejected return to the Almighty wich u full purpose of 
heart, that they may obtain the promises of honor} immortal - 
F 


into view, as an angry cloud forming upon some briny ocean, 
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harden not thine hearts; neither shade thy souls, but wait 
with self compassionate eyes, shunning all evil, and be pass- 
ive, and when God speaks, have open ears to hear, and when 
* he commands have soft hearts, limber neeks and willing 
2 2 that you may be abundantly. able to secure 
unto yourselves a diadem * 


CHAPTER THIRD. 


THE APPOINTMENT or JOSEPH SMITH’s SUCCESSOR. 


That the honest and truth-loving portion of Joseph's fol- 
lowers might not be seduced and led away to strange lands, 
by evil designing usurpers and that the promises of God 

given through him might also be fulfilled, consequently. it 
was strictly essential that there should be another appointed 
in his place, when he was taken, that the faithful should have 
a true shepherd to follow, with the opportunity of working 
righteousness unto salvation. That Joseph gave many rev- 
elations concerning the prophetic succession is plain, estab- 
lishing the rule that when he was taken, whether removed by 
death, by transgression or by whatever means, another 
should be raised up in his stead; and that he should be called 
by the reyelation of God/will. be ordained by the hand of 
angels as he himself was. Nothing in scripture shows to be 
plainer than this, by which God said: I have sent forth the 
fulness of my Gospel by the hand of my servant Joseph, and 
I have given unto him the keys of the mysteries of these 
things which have been sealed; even things which were from 
the foundation of the world, and the things which shall come 
from this time until the time of my coming, if he abide in 
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ings, thy, privations with persecutors these forty years. Then 
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But behold, verily, verily, I say. — one *. 
be appointed to receive commandments and revelations in 


this church, excepting, my servant Joseph Smith Jr., for he 
receiveth them even as Moses, and thou ann obedient 
unto the things which I have given unto him, eve 
and thou (Oliver Cowdery) shall not command 1 
thy head, and at the head of the church; for I have given 
him the keys of the mysteries and the revelations, which are 
p- 114, vr. 2. 

of this, Kingdom shall never 
be taken from you while thou art in the world; neither in the 
world to come. Nevertheless, through you (Joseph) shall the 
oracles be unto the 
P- 246, vr. 2. l | 

And this ye shall — — — ts 
appointed unto you to receive commandments and revelations 
until he be taken, if he abide in me. But, verily, verily, I 
say unto you, that none else shall be appointed unto this gift 
except it be through him; for if it be taken from him, he 
shall not have power except to appoint another in his stead; 
and this shall be a law unto you, (the church) that ye receive 
not the teachings of any that shall come before you as reve- 
lations or commandments, and this I give unto, you, that 
you may not be deceived, that you may know. that theyre 
not of me. For verily I say unto Jou, that he that is 
ordained of me, shall come in at the gate and be ordained ; 
as I have told you before, to teach those revelations which 
you have received, and shall receiv . him whom I 
have appointed—p, 147, wr 
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_ Wherefore marvel not, for the hour cometh, that I will 

drink of the fruit, of the vine with you, on the earth, 
eae Mon the son of Zacharias 
Which John (an angel) I have 
sent unto you my servants, Joseph Smith, Jr., and Oliver 
Cowdery, to ordain you unto this first priesthood, which you 
have received, that you might be called and ordained, even 
as Aaron. And also with Peter, and 
James, and John, whom I have sent unto you; by whom I 
I have ordained you, and confirmed you to be Apostles, and 
special witnesses of my name, and bear the keys of your 
ministry, and the same things which I revealed unto’ them, 
unto whom I have committed the keys of my Kingdom, and 
a dispensation of the Gospel for the last times; and for the 
fullness of times in thee, which I will gather together in one, 
all things, both which are in heaven and which are on earth. 
As James J. Strang was the only man, after Joseph's death, 
claiming the right of the leardership of God's people, that 
harmonizes with this law, is plain. That all ae 1 


Let of Appin rom Joseph Smith 

| Navvoo, June 18th. 1844. 
My Dear So: — Tour of May 
planting of a stake of Zion in Wisconsin, and the gathering 
of the Saints there, was duly received; and I, with most of 
the brethren, whose advice I called in, were of opinion that 
you were deceived by a spirit not of this world, great but 
not good. Brother Hiram, however, thought otherwise, and 
favoréd the project, not doubting it was of God. I, however, 
present. But oh, the man in his best earthly 
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state; not so the: will of the Almighty, God has ruled: it 
otherwise, and a message from the throne of grace, directed 
me, as it hath inspired you, and the faith which thou hast in 
the shepherd, the stone of Israel hath been repaid to thee a 
thousand fold; and thou shalt be Jike him, but the flock shall 
find rest with thee; and God shall. reveal to thee his: will 
concerning them. I have long felt that my present work 
was almost done, and that I should soon be called to rule - 
mighty host; but something whispers me it will be in the 
land of spirits, where the-wicked cease — 
the bands of the prisoner fall off. a 
My heart yearns for my little God will 
be a father to them; and I ean claim face to face; the fulfill- 
ment of promises from Him, who is a covenant keeping God, 
and who sweareth, and performeth, and faileth not to the 
uttermost. The wolves are upon the scent, and I am waiting 
to be offered up, if such is the will of God. Knowing that 
will be unseared and fair, when archangles shall place on my 
world. 
In the of boding of 
Elijah came upon me, and I went away to enquire of God 
how the Church should be saved. I was upon the hill of the 
Temple. The calm father of waters rolled below changeless 
and eternal. I beheld a bright light in the ‘heavens: above, 
and streams of bright light illuminated the firmament; varied 
and beautiful as the rainbow; gentle, yet rapid as the fierce 
lightning: The Almighty eame from his throne of rest. He 
clothed himself with light, as with a garment. He appeared 
I trod on air and was borne on wings of cherubims. 
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The sweetest strains of heavenly music thrilled in my ear, 
but the notes were low and sad; as though they sounded the 
requiem of martyred: Prophets. I bowed my head to the 
earth, asked only wisdom and strength for the Church. The 
voice of God answered: My servant, Joseph, thou hast been 
faithful over many things, and thy reward is glorious. The 
crown and sceptre are thine, and they wait thee. But thou 
hast sinned in some things, and thy punishment is very 
bitter. The whirlwind goeth before, and its clouds are dark, 
but rest followeth; and to its days there shall be no end. 
Study the words of the vision, for it tarrieth not. 
And now behold, my servant, James J. Strang, hath come 
to thee from far, for truth when he knew it not, and Hath not 
rejected it, but had faith in thee, the shepherd and stone of 
Israel; and to him shall the gathering of the people be, for 
he shall plant a stake of Zion in Wisconsin, and I will estab- 
lish it, and there shall my people have peace and rest, and 
shall not be moved; for it shall be established on the prairie 
on White River, in the lands of Racine and Walworth, and 
behold, my servants James and Aaron shall plant it, for I 
have given them wisdom. And Daniel shall stand in his lot 
on the hill beside the river, looking down on the place, and 
people, and with them face to 

face. 
strengthen the stakes of Zion, and my servant Aaron shall 
be his counselor; for he ‘hath wisdom in the Gospel and 
understandeth the doctrines, and erreth not therein. And I 
will have a house built unto me there of stone, and there will 
I show myself to my people by my mighty works, and the 
name of the city shall be Voree ; which is being interpreted 
Garden of Peace — for there shall my people have peace, and 
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rest, and wax fat and pleasant in the presence of their 
enemies. But I will again stretch out my arm over the river 
of waters, and on the banks thereof shall the house of my 
choice be. But now the city of Voree shall be a strong hold 
of safety to my people, and they that are faithful end obey 
me, I will here give them great prosperity ; and such as they 
have not had before, and unto Voree shall be the gathering 
of my people; and there shall the oppressed flee for safety, 
and none shall hurt or molest them. And by this shall they 
know that I have spoken it: the people there, and the owners 
of the land shall show kindness to them; for great calamities 
are coming on the church, and such as have not been; and 
if they scatter, the ungodly, of the world shall swallow them 
up; but if they gather to my city, Voree, there will I keep 
them under the shadow of my wings, and the ‘cities from 
whence my people have been driven shall be purged with a 
high hand; for I will do it, and my people shall again be 
restored to their posessions. 
for the church is not yet wholly purged... 

And now I command my servants, 
Priests, and Elders of the church of the Saints; that they 
communicate and proclaim this, my word, to all the Saints of 
round about my city of Voree, and be saved from their 
enemies, for I will have a people to serve me. And I com- 
mand my servant, Moses Smith, that he go unto the Seints 
with whom he is acquainted, and unto my people and con- 
mand them, in my name, go into my city of Voree and gain 
inheritance therein; and he shall have an inheritance therein, 
for he hath left all for my sake; and, I will add unto him 
many fold if he is faithful, for he knows the land and enn 
testify unto them that it is very good. So. spake: the 
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Almighty God of heaven. Thy duty is made plain and if 


thou lackest ‘wisdom, ask of God in whose name I trust thee, 


atid he hall give thee unsparingly ; for if evil befall me thou 
shalt lead the flock to pleasant pastures. ‘God sustain ‘thee, 
James J. Strang. JOSEPH SMITH. 


FROM THE CHURCH RECORD. * 
On the twenty-seventh day of June, 1844, at ſtve and a 
half o’clock in the afternoon, James J. Strang was in the 
spirit, aud the angel of God oame ‘unto him, and saluted him 
saying: Fear God and be strengthened, and obey him, 
for great is the work which he hath required at thy hand; go 
on in hope and strength and falter not, and he will sustain 
thee, thou shall triumph, for the voice of the Lord by the 
mouth of Joseph will be fullfiled. And the angel of the Lord 
stretched forth his hand unto him, and touched his head, and 


put oil upon him; and said Grace is poured upon thy lips, 


and God blesseth thee with the greatness of the everlasting 
priesthood. He putteth' might and glory, and majesty upon 
thee, and in meekness, ‘and truth, and righteousness will he 
prosper thee. Thou shalt save his people from their enemies 
‘when there is no arm to deliver, and shalt bring salvation 
when destruction walketh in the house of thy God. Thou hath 
loved ‘righteousness and hated iniquity, therefore, thy God 
hath anointed thee with oil and set thee above all thy tellows. 
Thy words shall be like sharp arrows in the hearts of 
the wicked. Thou shalt rebuke those who per vert the word 
of thy God. Thou shalt preach righteousness and the 
the Gospel to many who have not known it; and to the nations 
afar off, Thou shall drive backward and put to shame those 
that do evil, and the workers of iniquity shall fall. They 
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49 
shall be cast down and shall not be able to rise. With purity 
will the Lord thy God arm thee, and purity and truth shalt 
thou teach. Keep the law of the Lord thy God in, thy heart, 
and none of thy steps shalt slide. Wich thee is the fountain 
of truth; in thy light shall the people of thy God see; ‘for 
thou shalt speak his word unto them, and from thy lips shall 
they receive it. The blessings of their God shalt thon ‘put 
upon them, and his curse upon evil doers,’ if after being oft 
rebuked they repent not; and before my people shalt thou 
go to lead them into my ways, sng: thee has the Lord 
thy God given salvation. In righteousness ‘shalt thou rule. 
Thou shalt redeem the poor and the needy from suffering and 
violence; and to thee God giveth judgment for them.’ Thou 
shalt deliver the prey from the spoiler, for God, thy God, hath 
put them in thy hand. And in weakness will be ‘make thee 
strong. Thou shalt rule among his people. Thou shalt’ break 
in pieces the rod of the oppressor ; and the yoke of the unjust 
ruler. They shall flee away, but the way of peace shall they 
not find. While the day of the wicked abideth shalt thou 
prepare s refuge for the oppressed, and for the poor and 
needy. Unto thee shall they come, and their brethren who 
are scattered, shall come with them; and the destruction of 
the ungodly shall quiekly follow, ‘Go 
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— 15 own witness, and proves to be the foun- 
tain source from whence deistical men ‘have derived their 
superstitions of the doctrine: That there is no other God 
than the God of nature, is obvious: “That sucht u doetrine has 
been long cherished by men) individuals, and 80’all’pervading 
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with the human family in past ages, also with the present 
times, that many individuals hath wasted their time and skill to 
crowd libraries with their books, to establish this deistical and 
dogmatical doctrine to delude the world, if possible, by lulling 
the feelings, and leading away the mind of man, from the 
fact of the existence of a personal God. Through the means 
of a spurious doctrine lull him down into one of the deepest 
laid-in falsehoods, probably, that has ever been conceived 
into the heart of mortals is undeniable. 

That there isa God of nature is admittable; but to say 
there is no personal God, in addition to the works of nature, 
is to belie heaven, and disrobe eternity of its greatest glory. 
It is Atheism in its deepest depth, falsifying one of the 
most sublime and interesting truths that is known to man or 
angels. Why has man taken all these pains to palm off on 
his brother man so gross an error? Defaming their own 
name by giving the lie to the testimony of many witnesses 
that hayp and talked with a personal God. But in addi- 
tion to inding falsehoods, there is another high pitch of 
folly last infidelity fathers; yea, that mystical demi-godhead 
of deisticalism. To make their doctrine patent, they launch 
their minds out into the ocean and carresses of a harmonious 
eternity to give us the origin and functionaries of their 
God, that they teach to be visible in all the works of nature. 


For their commencing point they offer us an argument like 


this: That in the beginning of the most remotest creations 
of time, that mind commenced its operation in the cause of 
nature's God. Assuming the ability commenced, and suc- 
ceeded in giving birth to the creative powers. And that by 
the powers or laws thus inaugurated, hath the sun, the moon, 
the stars, the earth, man, beasts, fowls and fishes been 
created and moulded into their many thousand and diversi- 
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fied forms and faculties that are known to eee 
work of creation. 

That all these things have how wisely created 
ly set apart, is established by facts flowing from the spring 
that will never be dried away. But notwithstanding, . inas- 
much as we are ignorant and know of no rule, law or doctrine 
whereby disembodied intelligences or minds are self-possessed 
with a competency of physical qualifications to set in motion 
even the smallest atom of corporeal inert matter. But if we 
concede to the doctrine that the real Creator of all things is 
previded with, an everlasting, purely refined material body, 
with a combination of mind, | intelligences and the spiritual 
that was necessarily, essential; eternity having furnished 
bountifully in that which causes him to preside supremly over 
all of the workmanship of his hands. To, deny, * mm 
of a supreme Creator is infidel and atheism. * 

But to call into question the origin of Goa, wa. the 
expectation of learning it, is only folly on the part of mortal 
man, he himself being the witness, ‘The fallibility and, weak- 
ness of man in this, his earthly state, in the knowledge of 
the things of eternity is great and limited, Nevertheless, 
his mind or thinking faculties are powerful in the ation of 
speed, when moving from place to place. Though, it,.seems 
that the greater deficiency, or lack with him ig, most particu- 
larly, if not altogether so, belongs on the part of his cor- 
poreal body; for when we see him in the prime of bis life, 
with a given degree of strength, of which appears, to be alto- 
gether produced by the functionaries of his body, and by 
_ which he walks from one place to another, as his will dictates 
and circumstances requires. By his physical powers he is 
enabled to move or handle a portion of materiality, in propor- 
tion to the amount of strength that the abilities of his body 
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is capable of produeing. From this, it appears when we see 
him (his body and spirit) separated, he then is a lifeless lump, 
a body left entirely destitute of any self powers to move either 
self or the slightest amount of any materiality, being left in 
a ‘state of inertness. Will not such a man live again in 
answer to the Anti-Resurrectioner? We answer, he will. 
Not that God designed in the beginning, that man should 
die at all, but it is an affliction that ee ee him- 
“Phat there ‘is a supreme head Oreater, Diseotor, Ruler and 
Preserver of all created creations, is probably one of the best 
proven facts, and is surrounded with more proof than any 
other one subject that can be called into question by man. 
The earth—its creation, its formation, its rotation, and its 
qualification are all standing witnesses of the fact. The sun 
—its brilliancy, the moon—its darkness; the stars and their 
grandeur, are all flaming witnesses, filled with indications that 
they have been created by a wise hand. Also finite man of 
this world is another witness: his formation, his thinking 
faculties, his reasoning powers, the capabilities of his mind 
and bedy, his brain—its construction, his muscles, his bones, 
his joints, his five senses, of seeing, hearing, smelling, tasting 
and feeling; the competency of the formation of his hands, 
his feet, his fingers, his toes, his nails, are all tangible and 
home-speaking witnesses, ‘answering to an overwhelming 
amount of testimony, to all sound minds, that man was cre- 
ated by a wise and judicious Creator. | 

Then, evidently 2 wor 
God that has created ‘him: It is no wonder that it is said of 
this' shapeless, thoughtless, powerless, eyeless, mouthless, 
heartless,’ passionless, handless and footless God is a dweller, — 
residing’ beyond the bounds of time and space; seated upon 
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the top of a topless throne. Then he is only ‘negation, rock- 
ing in the cradle of infidelity; Julling in a tabernacle of 
nothing; dwelling outside 
centre of eternal nonenity. 

Most assuredly this is not the 
ens, the earth, and man that is upon it. Neither is it he 
that covenanted with Abraham, the father of the faithful. 
Neither is it he that commanded a Noah to build an ark for 
passing over the flood. Neither can it be he that conversed 
with a Moses, upon the mountain of Sinai, Neither is there 
a possibility for it to have been him that charged the rod of 
Moses with a power sufficient unto the dividing of the waters 
hither and thither. Neither was it any such a God that sent 
Jesus Christ into this world to call sinners unto repentance, 
and to a practice of righteousness. Nor neither was it any 
such a God that called upon a Joseph Smith, as a means for 
the salvation of men in the latter days. Neither is he the 
Cod that sent the angel to James J. Strang, for the ordain- 
ing him unto an ecclesiastical ministry. Neither is there a gap 
of possibility for him to be the God that our ancient ances- 
tors, the Prophets and Apostles have witnessed and left their 
testimony on ‘record for the consideration of their children: 
For their testimony is that the God off Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, has both body, parts 7 eyes, nos · 
trils, mouth, lips, tongue, arms, loins and feet. And 
also, that he is a God that is ‘susceptible of being stirred’ up 
with the passions of love, anger, wrath, jealousy, indignation, 
hatred, fury and revenge. For this, see Jer. 21:5, Job 11:6, 
Ps. 119;18; Ps. 89:13, Isa. 52:10, Luke, 1.51, Hab. 3:4, Ex. 
83:22 and 28, Acts, 7:55 and 56, vr. 81, Rom. 8:34, Hsek. 
1:27, chapt. 8:2, Ezek. 48:7, Hab. 3:5, Gen. 18:4, Num. 14: 
14, Ex. 33:11, and 23, Gen. 32:80, 2d Kings 19:16, Deut. 
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31:10, Heb. 1:13, Heb. 4:13, 2d Kings, 19:16, Num. 14:28, 
2d Sam. 22:7, Ps. 34:15, Ex. 15:8, 2d Sam. 22:16, Isa. 
80:2, Lam. 8:38, Isa. 30:27, Ps. 17:4, Deut. 7:8, Jer. 31:3 
John 3:16, 17:23, Ist John 4:16, Mal. 1:2, Rom. 9:13, Ex. 
20:5, 34:14, Deut. 4:24, 59 vr. 15, Josh. 24:19, Ezek. 39:25, 
Nah. 1:2, Zech. 8:2, 1st Cor. 10:22, 2d Cor. 11:2, Ps. 6:1, 
7:11, Isa. 30:27, Jer. 21:5, Nah. 1:8 and 6, Heb, 3:8 and 12, 
Nah. 1:6, Hab. 3:12, Zech. 1:12, Jer. 21:5, Nah. 1:2 and 6, 
Hab. 3:2 and 8, Jer. 12:5, Nah. 1:2 and 6, Hab, 3:2 and 8, 
Jer. 12:8, Hosea 9:15, Mal. 1:3, 2:16, Rom. 9 : 13, Prov. 6: 
16, Isa. 61:8, Jer. 12:5, Nah. 1:2 and 6, Nah. 1:2. 
Therefore it is plain that all those who believe and worship 
a God without body parts or passions, do not serve the God 
of Prophets and Apostles; that God who created, the 
heavens, the earth and the contents thereof. Consequently, 
it is, that their faith is atheism, from the fact that their God 


is but nonentity, It is-searcely to be a wonder that those who 


serve such a God, believe that after death, they will fall into a 
state of nothingness, sugared over with nihility. Though as 
it is plain that there is no such a God, or being, either in or 
out of existence. But that there is a true and everlasting 


God, the Creator of the heavens and the earth; also that he 
has Created man, sy and hae given to him his agency, is plain 


placing good and évil béfpée him, but in consequence of his 


superiority to that of man’s Never- 


theless, he reveals to man that which is ſor his good, and 
tells him that which will do him harm. Vea, that which 
will cause him to live, and that which will eause him to die. 

With this rule, God commenced with man in the beginning, 
wherein he said: ‘And I, the Lord God, commanded the 
man, saying of every tree of the garden, thou mayest freely 
eat. But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou 
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shalt not eat of it. Nevertheless, thou mayest choose for 
thyself, for it is given unto thee ; but remember, that I forbid 
it. For in the day that thou eatest ee ow 
die., ’—Gen. 1:20 to 22, new translation. Re 7 
‘Inasmuch then, as man’s salvation and weourity depend 
upon his obedience to the commandments: of his Creator; and 
that his condemnation and punishment oome Hpon him in 
consequence of his disobedience, ‘therefore, to them that 
wish to become God-like, it is essential, first to know the 
difference between right and wrong. We see that all the works 
of creation are limited in their bounds, times and seasons. 
Notwithstanding, that God has created all things of this 
world, for the use and good of man, yet he has placed him 
under certain laws and restrictions, that he may learn to 
love the good and hate the evil; yea, that he may prepare 
himself to enter into life and live forever. Then let us take 
into consideration some of the principal and leading com- 
mandments of God to man, of which we find couched in the 
constitutional code of he has to 


of men. 
The first is: with all 


thy heart, and with all thy might, and with all thy strength ; 
thou shalt adore him, and serve hin, and obey him. 
The second says: Thou the 
Lord, thy God in van. 1 
The fourth: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself; thou 
shalt not revile him, nor speak evil of abe e 
thou shalt not do injustioe unto him. 
The fifth is: Boer uh ber 
to their commandments, obey their laws, and depart not 
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from their precepts; reverence their age and mate 
house all the days of thy life. 

The sixth: Thou shalt not kill. Thou slat slay no man 
in malice. 

The seventh : Thou shalt 
not in any wise th the wife of thy neighbor, and if she 
seduce thee, shalt resist her. 

The eighth is: Thou shalt not steal, shen shalt 
upon anything that is thy neighbors, to take it from him, nor 
to destroy jit. 

The ninth : 

The tenth: Thou shalt not covet thy neighbors n 

? ** nor the produce of his land, 
nor the treasures that he 
hath in store; nor anything that is thy neighbor's, thy desire 
shall not be upon thom, 
nor by cunning, nor by.violence. * * * 

But thou shalt improvelthine own, and thy desire shall be 
unto it. | 

As a driving wheel ina machine shop, so if these laws 
were strictly lived up to by all men, then universal 
harmony and peace could not fail of being every man’s por- 
tion, a consummation that is very desirable. Nevertheless, in 
consequence of carnality, and men’s perpetuated wickedness, 
God calls upon them to repent, and do the works of righte- 
ousness. And for a reward of their faithfulness in the 
keeping of his commandments, he promises them life eternal 
in a world to come. Consequently, he calls men unto repen- 
tance, even as he did in the days of Adam; he commanded 
them that they should repent, and as many as believed in 
the Son, and repented of their sins, should be saved. And 


— 
| 
4 
“A 
7 
q 
\ 
75 
* 


57 


as many as believed not, and repented not, m be damned. 
—Gen. 5:1 and 2, new trans. 

Notwithstanding that God spake unto the children of men, 
in the days of Adam, yet the majority of the people diso- 
beyed his word, and indulged themselves in a perpetuated 
practice of those things that God had forbidden ; they giving 
heed to the doctrines of the Devil, in place of obeying their 
Creator. And in the sixth generation from Adam, at a time 
when the spirit of God again decended out of heaven, and 
abode upon Enoch, and he heard a voice from heaven, say- 
ing: Enoch, my son, prophesy unto this people, and say 
unto them, Repent, for thus sayeth the Lord, I am angry 
with this people, and my fierce anger is kindled against them, 
for their hearts have waxed hard, and their ears dull of 
hearing, and their eyes cannot see afar off. And for these 

‘many generations, even since the day that I created them, 
have they gone astray, and have denied me; and have sought 
their own counsels in the dark, and in their own abominatiops 
have they devised murder, and have not kept the command- 
ments which I gave unto their father, Adam * 
and an hell have I prepared for them, if they e 
Gen. 6:26 to 30, new trans. 

At this time a portion of the people obeyed the call, and 
through their faithfulness in obedience to the command 
ments of{God, was translated from the earth.—Gen. 7:18. 

A few generations later, God, through his great mercies, 
called upon a Noah, and said unto him: The wickedness of 
man had become very great in the earth, and every man was 
lifted up in the imagination of the thoughts of his heart, 
being only evil continually. Noah preached and began to 
prophesy unto the people, saying; Hearken give heed 
unto my words ; believe and repent of your) sing, end be bap-,, » + 
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tized in the name of Jesus Christ, the Son of God; even as 
our fathers did, and ye shall receive the Holy Ghost, that ye 
may have all things made manifest. And if you do not this, 
the floods will come in upon you ; nn they hearkened 
not.— Gen. 8:10 to 12. 

And in consequence of their not hearkening to the call of 
their Creator, made through Noah unto them, but that they 
persisted in their nefarious practices, until God in fulfillment 
of his word, (if they did not repent) brought in a flood of 
water upon them ; and by that means destroyed them, and 
their corruptions from the face of the earth. But the Lord 
was with Noah, and the power of the Lord was upon him, 
and the Lord said unto him: Come thou and all thy house 
into the ark; for thee only have I seen righteous before me 
in this generation.— Gen. 8:29. 

Then it is plain that in consequence of his obedience to 
the commandments of the Lord, he and his family were saved 
alive, both spirit and body over the flood of waters. Where- 
as, on the other hand, all those that chose to disobey the 
5 commandments of the Lord at that time, were destroyed from 
7 the earth. And according to the record of God, their apitite 

were sent to Hell,—Gen. 6:30. 

And whatever the number of the human family was at 
that time, is not plain; yet, in consequence of the high-handed 
wickedness of the majority of men, itis certain that the 
earth came within the number of eight souls, at that time, of 
being altogether depopulated; from the fact of the 
willful disobedience of man to the commandment® 

of his Creator. But after the flood, with the few 
thet. was saved, great was the covenants and 

of, the Lord unto them, in relation to their 

ity. / For which God spoke unto Noah, and to 
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his son with him, say ing: And I, behold, I will establish 
my covenant with you, which I made unto your father, 
Enoch, concerning your seed after you. That I may remem- 
ber the everlasting covenant which I made unto thy father, 
Enoch. That when men should keep all my commandments, 
Zion should again come upon the earth; the city of Enoch, 
which I have caught up unto myself, and this is mine ever- 
lasting cevenant ; that when thy posterity shall embrace the 
truth and look upward, then shall Zion look downward; and 
ͤ 
tremble with joy.— Gen. 9:15, 21 and 22. | 

As the human family, since the flood, are the . of 
Noah. Then will not the people of these days, take into 
consideration the covenants and promises of the Lord with 
Enoch, and renewed with Noah, saying that when their pos- 
terity should embrace the truth, the heavens should shake 
with gladness, and the earth tremble with joy. Then what 
shall hinder man from keeping all the commandments of the 
Lord, in the dispensation of the fullness of times; that all 
wickedness may be obliterated from * fair · famed 
earth. 

It will be considered by the reader, that:the W ee 
writer in bringing into question, the different dispensations 
given of God, to the ancient Fathers; is that the reader may 
more particularly appreciate the dealings, the covenants, the 
promises, the punctuality, long suffering and goodness of our 
heavenly Father with his rebellious children in gone bye 
ages; yea, even with our forefathers that lived in the 
infantile age of the world. And weare none the less the 
children ‘of the Prophets, also of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
and we are of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel. 
By that the Lord God said unto Noah. But with thee will 
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I establish my covenant ; even as I have sworn unto thy 
father Enoch; that of thy posterity shall come all nations.— 


Gen. 8:23. 
The covenant and oath of God to Enoch we find to be 


this: And it came to pass, that Enoch continued his cry 
unto the Lord, saying: I ask thee O Lord, in the name of 


thine only begotten, even Jesus Christ, that thou will have 


mercy upon Noah and his seed, that the earth might never 
more be covered by the floods. And the Lord could not 
withhold and he covenanted with Enoch, and sware unto him 
with an oath, that he would stay the flood ; that he would call 
upon the children of Noah. And he sent forth an unalter- 
able decree that a remnant of his seed should always be found 
among all nations, while the earth should stand.—Gen. 7:57 
and 58. 

In the infidelity of the times, in the days of Abraham, the 
Lord appeared and said unto him: I, the almighty God, 
give unto thee a commandment, that thou shalt walk upright- 


ly before me, and be perfect. 


God talked with him, saying, my people have gone astray 
from my precepts, and have not kept mine ordinances which 
I gave unto their fathers, (Adam, Enoch and Noah) and thou 
shalt observe to keep all my covenants wherein I covenanted 
with thy fathers; and thou shalt keep the commandments 
which I have given thee, with mine own mouth, and I will be 
a God unto thee and thy seed after thee. 

Inasmuch, as God has created the earth for an everlasting 
home, and an eternal abiding place for the righteous ; he con- 
tinues in conversation with Abraham and says: And I will 
give unto thee and thy seed after thee, aland wherein thou 
art a stranger; all the land of Canaan for an everlasting 
possession, and I will be their God.—Gen. 17:5, 6, 12 and 13. 
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This covenant and promise God with his own voice, made 


known to Isaac and Jacob, to whom the promises were made: 
And the Lord appeared unto Isaac and said: Go not down 
into Egypt, dwell in the land which I shall tell thee of— 
sojourn in this land and I will be with thee, and will bless 
thee, fur unto thee and unto thy seed I will give all these 
countries; and I will perform the oath which I swear unto 
Abraham, thy father.—Gen. 26:3. 

This offered favor was considered wn 2 
of his son Jacob, wherein he said: And God Almighty 
bless thee, and make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, that 
thou mayest bea multitude of people, and give thee the 
blessing of Abraham to thee, and to thy seed with thee, that 
thou mayest inherit the land wherein thou arta stranger, 
which God gave unto Abraham.—Gen. 28:3 and 4, 

In connection with this blessing, the Lord appeared to 
Jacob and said: I am God Almighty, be fruitful and multi- 
ply a nation, and a company of nations shall be of thee, and 
Kings shall come out of thy loins. And the land which I 
gave Abraham and Isaac, to thee I will give it, and to thy 
seed after thee will I give the land.—Gen. 35:11 and 12. 

In addition to these ancient testimonies in regard to this 
important blessing, in the meridian age of the world, when 
the Lord Jesus visited one of the remnants of that covenant 
people, upon this land, he said to them: And behold, ye 
are the children of the Prophets, and ye are of the house of 
Israel, and ye are of the covenant which the Father made 
with your fathers, (Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob) 
saying unto Abraham: And in thy seed shall all the kind- 
reds of the earth be blessed ; the Father having raised me up 
unto you first, and sent me to bless you, in turning away 
every one of you from his iniquities, and this because ye are 


i 
4 
j * 
— 
* 
? 
a 
i 


— 


62 


the children of the covenant; and after that ye were blessed, 
then fulfilleth the Father the covenant which he made with 
Abraham, saying: In thy seed shall all the kindreds of the 
earth be blest. And the Father hath commanded me that I 
should give unto you this land oer America) for 4 
inheritance. —B. M. page 524, chapt. 9 

In the emancipation of Israel from Meyption by 
the hand of Moses, but by the power of God; this covenant 
was again rehearsed, and the land promised to the people for 
a heritage. Consequently God spoke unto Moses, and said 
unto him: I am the Lord, and I appeared unto Abraham, 
unto Isaae and unto Jacob. I am the Lord God Almighty. 
Lord Jehovah, and was not my name known unto them? Yea 
and I have also established my covenant with them, which I 
made with them to give them the land of Canaan, the land of 
their pilgrimage, wherein they were strangers. And I have 
also heard the groaning of the children of Israel, whom the 
Egyptians keep in bondage; and I have remembered my 


covenant. Wherefore, say unto the children of Israel, I am 


the Lord, and I will bring you out from under the burdens 
of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of their bondage, 
and I will redeem you with a stretched out arm, and with 
great judgments. And I will take you to me for a people, 
and I will be to you a God, and ye shall know that I am the 
Lord your God, which bringeth you out from the burdens of 
the Egyptians. And I will bring you in unto the land con- 
cerning the which I did swear to give it to Abraham, to 
Isaac and to Jacob, and I will give it you for a heritage, I 
the Lord will do it.—Exodus 6, from 2 to 8. 

In addition to these testimonies, there might be an abun- 
dance more scriptural proof adduced to show that it is the 
mind and will of the Almighty, to give the earth to the 
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Saints, for an everlasting possession, when they by their 
obedience to his law and commandments, will make them- 
selves meritorious in the estimation of the Creator of it. 
Whereas, neither the fathers nor a generality of the children 
has a yet held as permanent and lasting possession of the 
promest lands, but it is at this day, and has been for many 
generations, weltering in a scattered condition, in strange 
lands, upon the four quarters of the earth. Such isa well 
known fact to the world of mankind, that any commenting 
upon that point, would be useless. But probably it will not 
be anything out of the way, to bring into question and inves- 
tigate the cause of the children not being in possession of 
the promised land. In relation to this portion of the ques- 
tion, suppose we commence with the twelve tribes of Jacob, 
from which the genealogy is reckoned of those that were led 
out of Egyptian bondage, under the administration of Moses, 
the man of God. After their deliverance from that. bendage, 
it appears that the Lord God said unto Moses: Thus shalt 
thou say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of 
Israel: Ye have seen what I did unto the. Egyptians, and 
how I bare you on eagle’s wings, and brought you unto 
myself. 

Now, therefore, if ye will obey my voice, e e 
my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me, 
above all people, for all the earth is mine; and ye shall be 
unto me a kingdon of Priests and a holy nation.— Gen. 19:5. 

The reader will bear in mind that in all dispensations given 
of God unto man, from the earliest ages of the world, up to 
the latest dispensations given, that he (God) has always 
would not obey, he has never failed to punish in his own 
time, and his own way. And again the Lord ‘said unto 
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Moses: Go get thee down, for thy people which thou 
broughtest out of the land of Egypt have corrupted them- 
selves ; they have turned aside quickly out of the way which 
I commanded them; they have made them a molten calf and 
have worshipped it; and have sacrificed thereunto ; and said, 
these be thy Gods, O Isreal, which have brought thee up out 
of the land of Egypt. And the Lord said unto Moses, I have 
seen this people, and beheld it as a stiff-necked people. This 
was a very grevious sin, but by the slaying of three thousand 
of the infidel rebels of that community, it was purged. 
And then the Lork said unto Moses, depart and go up hence, 
thou and the people which thou hast brought up out of the 
land of Egypt, unto a land flowing with milk and honey; the 
land which I swear unto Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob, 
saying unto thy seed, will I give it.—Ex. 33:1. 

After the murmurings of many of that people for many 
years, against Moses, yet he blessed the Lord on their behalf. 
And says: The Lord is long-suffering and of great mercy, 
forgiving the iniquity and transgression and by no means 
clearing the ‘guilty, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children, unto the third and fourth 
generation; pardon, I beseech thee, the iniquity 
of this people, according unto the greatness of thy 
mercy, and as thou hast forgiven this people from Egypt even 
until now. And the Lord said, I have pardoned according 
to thy word. But as truly as I live, all the earth shall be 
filled with the glory of the Lord. Because all these men 
which have seen my glory, and my miracles which I did in 
Egypt, and in the wilderness, and have tempted me now 
these ten times, and have not hearkened to my voice, surely 
they shall not see the land which I swear unto their fathers, 
neither shall any of them that provoked me see it; but my 
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servant Caleb, because he had anéther spirit with him, and 
hath followed me fully. Him will I bring unto the land 
whereinto he went, and his seed skall possess it.—Num. 14: 
18 to 24. 

It will beremembered by the reader, that this Caleb was 
one of the twelve representatives of the twelve tribes that was 
sent by Moses, out to see the promised land ; but the voice of 
the others (eleven) was against him, though he was in favor 
of going up and taking possession of the promised land. 
However, after the elapsing of forty years, in the wilderness 
with that people, the Lord again said unto Moses: Speak 
unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, when ye are 
passed over Jordan, into the land of Canaan; then ye shall 
drive out all the inhabitants of the land from ꝙefore you, and 
destroy all their pictures, and destroy all their molten 
images, and quite pluck down their high places. And ye 
shall dispossess the inhabitants of the land, and dwell there- 
in, for I have given you the land to possess it.—Num. 171 51 
and 52. 

If there should an inquiry arise in the mind of the reader, 
and ask why the Canaanitish tribes should be thus dealt with, 
the answer is clear, that they had doomed themselves to 
destruction (God being their judge) by their long cherished 
evils, such as idolatries, Whoredoms, in fact all manner of 
abominations that was abominable in the sight of the God 
of heaven. In like manner he dealt with the rebellious por- 
tion of the Isarelites, for that he said unto Moses, how long 
shall I bear with this evil congregation which murmur against 
me. I have heard the murmurings of the children of Israel, 
which they murmur against me, say unto them, as truly as 
I live, saith the Lord, as ye have spoken in mine ears 80 
will J do to you. Your carcasses shall fall in this wilderness, 
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and all that were numbered of you, according to your 
whole number, from twenty years old and upward, which 
have murmered against me, Doubtless ye shall not come 
into the land concerning which I sware to make you dwell 
therein, save Caleb, the son of Jephunneh, and Joshua, the 
son of Nun. But your little ones which ye said should bea 
prey, them will I bring in, and they shall know the land which 
ye have despised. But as for you, your carcasses they shall 
fall in this wilderness.— Num. 14:27 to 32. 

We will hear the exhortations of Moses unto that people ; he 
says: Now therefore, hearken O Israel, unto the statutes 
and unto the judgments which I teach you, for to do them; 
that ye may live and go in and possess the land which the 
Lord God of yoyr fathers giveth you. Ye shall not add unto 
the word which4command you, neither shall ye diminish aught 
from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the Lord 
your God, which I command you; your eyes have seen what 
the Lord did because of Baal-peor, for all the men that fol- 
lowedjBaal-peor; the Lord thy God hath destroyed them 
from among you. But ye that did cleave unto the Lord 
your God, are alive every one of you this day. Behold! I 
have taught you statutes and judgments, even as the Lord 
my God commanded me, that ye should do so in the land 
whether ye go to possess it.— Deut. 4:1 to 5. 

Behold! I set before you this day a blessing and a curse. 
A blessing if ye obey the commandments of the Lord your 
God, which I command you this day; and a curse if ye will 
not obey the commandments of the Lord your God, but turn 
aside out of the way which I command you this day, to go 
after Gods which ye have not known. 

And it shall come to pass, when the Lord thy God hath 
brought thee in unto the land whither thou goest to possess it, 
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that thou shalt put the blessing upon mount Gerizim, and the 
curse upon mount E ball. For ye shall 
pass over Jordan to go in to possess the land which the Lord 
your God giveth you, and ye shall possess it and dwell there- 
in. And ye shall observe to do all the statutes. and judg- 
ments which I set before you this day.. These are the 
statutes and the judgments which ye shall observe to do in 
the land which the Lord God of thy fathers giveth thee to 
possess it all the days that ye live upon the earth. Ye shall 
utterly destroy all the places wherein the nations which ye 
shall possess served their Gods upon the high mountains 
and upon the hills, and under every green tree; and ye shall 
overthrow their altars, and break their pillars, and burn their 
groves with fire, and ye shall hew down the graven images of 
their Gods, and destroy the names of them out of that Pane. 

—Deut. 10:26 to 32. 

And it shall come to pass, if thou shall denken diligently 
unto the voice of the Lord thy God ; to observe, and to do all 
his commandments which I command thee this day, that the 
Lord thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the 
earth; and all these blessings shall come on thee, and over- 
take thee if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy 
God. Ifthou wilt not observe to do all the words of this 
law, that are written in this book, that thou mayest fear this 
glorious and fearful name, THE LORD THY GOD. 

And it shall come to pass, that as the Lord rejoiced over 
you, to do you good and to multiply vou, so the Lord will 
rejoice over you, to destroy you, and to bring you to naught, 
and ye shall be plucked from off the land whither thou goest 
to possess it. And the Lord shall scatter thee among all 
people, from the one end of the earth even unto the other, 
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and there thou shalt serve other Gods, which neither thou nor 
thy fathers have known.—Deut. 28:1 and 2. 

After the elapsing of forty years from the time of that 
people’s leaving Egypt, and the time when Moses’ earthly 
ministry was drawing to a close, he blessed the children of 
Israel by bestowing upon each one of the twelve tribes, their 
different portions, and he said, let Reuben live and not die, 
and let not his men be few. And this is the blessing of 
Judah, and he said: Hear, Lord, the voice of Judah, and 
bring him unto his people; let his hands be sufficient for him, 
and be thou a help to him from his enemies. And of Levi he 

aid: Let thy Thummim and thy Urim be with thy Holy One 

whom thou didst prove at Massah. They shall teach Jacob 
thy judgment, and Israel thy law; they shall put incense 
before thee, and whole burnt sacrifices upon thy altar. Bless 
Lord, his substance, and accept the work of his hands; smite 
through the loins of them that rise against him, and of them 
that hate him, that they rise not again. 

‘And of Benjamin, he said: The beloved of the Lord shall 
dwell in safety by him, and the Lord shall cover him all the 
day long; and he shall dwell between his shoulders. ~« 

And of Joseph he said: Blessed of the Lord, be his land, 
(North and South America) for the preciousthings of heaven, 
for the dew and for the deep that coucheth beneath. And 
for the precious fruits brought forth by the sun, and for the 
precious things put forth by the moon. And for the chief 
things of the ancient mountains, and for the precious things 
of the lasting hills, And for the precious things of the earth 
and fulness thereof; and for thé good will of him that dwelt 
in the bush ; let the blessing come upon the head of Joseph, 
and upon the top of the head of him that was separated from 
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his brethren. (when sold into Egypt) His glory is like the 
firstling of his bullock, and his horns (or strength) are like 
the horns of unicorns; with them he shall push the people 
together to the ends of the earth, and they are the ten thons- 
ands of Ephraim, and they are the thousands of Manasseh, 
and of Zebulun he said, rejoice Zebulun, in thy going out, 
and Issachar in thy tents. They shall call the people. unto 
the mountains, there they shall offer sacrifices of righteous- 
ness, for they shall suck of the abundance of the seas, and of 
treasures hid in the sand. And of Gad he said: Blessed 
be he that enlargeth Gad, he dwelleth as a lion, and teareth 
the arm with the crown of the head. And he provideth the 
first part for himself, because there in a portion of the law- 
giver,was he seated, and he came with the heads of the people 
—he executed the justice of the Lord, and his judgments 


with Israel. 
And of Dan he said : Da ston’ whe, he shal lp 


from Bashan. 
And of Naphtali he said: O Naphtali, satisfied with favor 
and full with the blessing of the 


and the south. 
And of Asher he said ; Let Asher bo blessed wich children 


let him be acceptable to his brethren ; and let him dip his foot 
in oil. Thy shoes shall be iron and brass, and as thy days, 
so shall thy strength be. The eternal God is thy refnge, and 
~ underneath are the everlasting arms; and he shall thrust out 
the enemy from before thee, and shall say destroy them. 
Israel then shall dwell in safety; alone the fountain of Jacob 
shall be upon a land of corn and wine, also his heaven shall 
drop down dew. 

tiem, devel shield of 
thy help, and who is the sword) of thy excellency. And 
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thine enemies shall be found liars unto thee, and thou shall 
tread upon their high places. 

Joshua then, by the call of God, succeeded Moses in xi the 
leadership of that numerous people. And after him did the 
Lord send unto Israel, Judges, Kings and Prophets, at sun- 
dry times, that they might be led unto the ways of the Lord, 
and notwithstanding their disobedience to the law and com- 
mandments of the Lord God at different periods, yet their 
leaders that God raised up unto them, succeeded in holding 
the tribes within limited bounds, until the close of the golden 
days of the wise man Solomon. After his reign, by the 
treachery of Jeroboam, the tribes revolted, and through the 
apostasy of Rehoboam, their leader, Israel fell. Nevertheless, 
they were revived through their humility before the Lord.— 
2d Chron, 12. 

In this tragedy, it seems that the most of the different 
tribes, save Judah and Benjamin, disappeared from the coun- 
try. The tribe of Joseph emigrated to this land. But of the 
other tribes there seems to be little known of their precise 
whereabouts. Nevertheless, and notwithstanding their many 
sins and often repeated transgressions, yet the merciful hand 
of a benevolent Creator was extended toward them, contin- 
ually scourging the unbelieving and rebellious ; and showing 
mercy and kindness to all those that obeyed his word in all 
things, even down to the coming of the Son of Man, whom the 
Father sent into this world as a Saviour, and that man might 
be more abundantly taught and benefitted in the great things 
pertaining to the eternal and glorious plan that has been 
devised by the Almighty, for the redemption of the fallen 
race of our father Adam. Consequently after he (Jesus) 
grew up from infancy to manhood, and was baptized, he 
began to teach, saying: Man shall not live by bread alone, 
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but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God, 
saying to the people, repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand. And when instructing his disciples, he said unto 
them, beholdest thou, the Scribes and Pharisees, and the 
Priests, and the Levites, they teach in their synegogues, but do 
not observe the law nor the commandments, and all have 
gone out of the way and are under sin. Go thou, and say 
unto them: Why teach ye men, the law and the command- 
ments when ye yourselves are the children ef corruption? 

Say unto them, ye hypocrites, first cast out the beam out of 
thine own eye, and then shalt thon see clearly to cast out 
the mote out of thy brother’s eye. Go ye into all the world 
saying unto all, repent, for the kingdom of heaves has come 
nigh unto you.—Matt. 7:6 to 9. 

Thus the delapsed situation of the Israelite people that 
was then dwelling upon the land, in and round about Jerusa- 
lem, they had reduced themselves to a low ebb of degradation 
through their pretentions of keeping the commandments 
of God and being goverened by the laws of Heaven. Not- 
withstanding, Jesus and his disciples went forth among them 
showing that he was the individual that the prophets had testi- 
fied should comé*into the world. But they being infidel, 
were continually sboking and watching thatthey might gather 
together something from him, that they might condemn him, 
and justify themselves in their abominable hypoersiies and 
wickedness. Yet, among them he healed the sick, raised the 
dead, and offered them his services in establishing the king- 
dom of heaven among them. But when he saw the stiff-neck- 
edness of their necks, and the hard-heartedness of their hearts, 
and their determination to persist in their disobedience to the 
truth. Notwithstanding, he came unto them that they might 
be favored and blessed, both personally, nationally, temporally 
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and spiritually. Though when he saw that they were incur- 
able, he upbraided their leading men, in words of such 
plainness that all might understand. For he said, woe unto 
you Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, for ye shut up the 
kingdom of heaven against men. For ye neither go in your- 
selves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in. You 
blind guides who. strain at a gnat and swallow a camel, who 
make yourselves appear unto men, that ye would not com- 
mit the least sin, and yet you yourselves transgress the whole 
law. Woe unto ye Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, for ye 
are like unto whited sephylchres, which indeed appear beau- 
tiful outwardly, but are within full of the bones of the dead 
and uncleanness. You serpents and generation of vipers, 
how can you escape the damnation of hell? Then he pro- 
claimed to the inmates of the great city of Jerusalem and 
said: O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who will kill the prophets, 
and will stone them who are sent unto you, how often would I 
have gathered your children together, even as a hen gathers 
her chickens under her wings, and ye would not. Behold, 
your house (their Temple) is left unto you desolate.Math.—23. 

He was betrayed into the hands of hig ,most influential 
persecutors for thirty pieces of silver, by.4—subtility of a 
Judas, one ot the twelve. The Chief Priest/ahd Elders of the 
people being of a mobberatic spirit, consulted together, and 
agread to put himto death. Notwithstanding, they took him 
before governor Pilate, he said he found no fault with him, 
and was willing to release him, but they (the mob) cried, 
saying: Crucify him, crucify him; then Pilate said, why, 
what evil hath he done, I have found no cause of death in 
him: Nevertheless, they took him away, and to gratify 
their murderous appetites, they crucified him. | 

Soon after this the gospel was preached to the Gentiles. 
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They embraced it, brought forth the fruits thereof for a sea- 
son, but becoming unwilling to retain God in their minds, fell 
away from the true faith, all priesthood soon disappeared 
from the earth. The women, or church of God fled into the 
wilderness. And Popery established, and presided over by 
the man of sin, that Paul the apostle said should be revealed. 
Likewise, the same that John, the revelator saw a symboliza- 
tion of in the huge beast he saw rise up out of the sea, and 
stood upon the sand. He says: And the beast which I saw 
was like unto a Leopard, (spotted) and his feet were as the 
feet of a bear, (strong but ill formed) and his mouth as the 
mouth of a lion, (teeth to destroy) and the dragon, the devil 
and (the Emperor Constantine) gave him (the Pope) his power 
and his seat, and great authority. Then he, (the Pope) 
John says, opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to 
blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell 
in heaven. And it was given unto him to make war with the 
Saints, and to overcome them; and pewer was given him, 
(jointly by Constantine and mene 
tongues, and nations. * 4 J 
This Prophet gives us another 8 of ped 
in the figure of the woman thathe saw mounted: upon the 
steed of ruin, of which he says: He was carried away in the 
spirit, into the wilderness, and I saw a woman sit upon 3 
scarlet colored beast, full of names of blasphemy; having 
seven heads and ten horns. And the woman was arrayed 
in purple and scarlet color and decked with gold and prec- 
ious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand, full 
of abominations of her fornication (for the inhabitants of the 
earth to drink). And upon her forehead’ was written: mys- 
tery, Babylon the great, the mother of harlots and abomina- 
tions of the earth, (a badge of destruction) and I saw the 
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woman drunk with the blood of the Saints. In consequence 
of the universal apostasy, the human family, with the excep- 
tion of those that had been led away by the. Wee 
communication with God. : 

Then gross darkness soon the tainds of the people, 
and shut them out from comprehending the things strictly 
pertaining to life and salvation. From thence up to the date 
of 1828, when God again spoke from the heavens, calling 
upon a Joseph Smith, and causing him to be ordained under 
the hands of godly angels. At the same time restoring the 
priesthood to the earth again, of which enabled him (Joseph) 
to bring forth the church, or the woman from the wilderness, 
and clothe her with her primigenial garments, as she was 
when John saw her, before she went into the wilderness. She 
then being clothed by the sun (or light of revelation) with the 


moon under her feet, (having no need of reflecting light) and 


upon her head a crown of twelve stars, (or twelve Apostles 
her representatives to the nations of the earth) Since then 
the inmates of this world, to a considerable extent, have had 
the Gospel preached unto them, in its primeval and primitive 
order. 

Though as it has been in other ages of the world, so has it 
been in this; the mobbing portion of mankind hath fallacious- 
ly risen up, and in their folly, and by their hostilities, have 
killed the Prophets of the nineteenth century, namely : Joseph 
and James. In consequence of which the Saints have been 
for these many years, deprived of a shepherd with the word 
of the Lord to lead the flock to pleasant pastures. Never- 
theless, in the fulfillment of the word of the Lord, by the 
mouths of his servants, the Prophets; he will in his own due 
time, send one mighty and strong in faith to do his will in 


all things whataoever he commands him, Consequently, the 
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prophet Lehi, of old, said to his son Joseph: the 
fruit of thy loins shall write, [the Book of J and the 
fruit of the loins of Jadah shall write {the book of the law of 
the Lord} and that which shall be written by the fruit of thy 
loins, and also that which shall be written by the fynit of th¢ : 
loins of Judah, shall grow together, unto wo Saag? 
false doctrines, and laying down of tontentions and-establish- 
ing peace among the fruit of thy loins; and bringing them to 
the knowledge of their fathers in the latter days, and also to 
the knowledge off my covenants saith the Lord. *  * 
And there up one mighty among them, who shall 
do much good both in word and in deed; being an instrument 
in the hands of God, with éxeeeding faith to work mighty 
wonders, and do that thing which is great in the sight of God; 
unto the bringing to pass much restoration unto the house of 
and 73. 
day work of the —— Behold my servant whom I 
uphold, mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth. I have put 
my spirit upon him, he shall bring forth judgment to the 
Gentile. * * * J, the Lord have called thee 
in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee 
— 
Gentiles. Is. 42:1 and 6˙ 

And now saith the Lord that formed me from the womb, 
to be his servant, to bring Jacob again to him, though Israel 
be not gathered, yet shall I be glorious in the eyes of the 
Lord, and my God shall be my strength: * * * 
Thus saith the Lord, in an acceptable time have I heard 
thee, and in a day of salvation’ have I helped thee, and I will 
preserve thee, and give thee for's covenant of the people to 
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establish the earth, to cause to inherit the desolate heritages. 
(the vacated lands of Zion and Jerusalem) That thou mayest 
say to the prisoners, go forth to them that are in darkness, 
show yourselves, they shall feed in the ways, and their pas- 
* tures shall be in all high places.—Is. 49:5 and 9. 
sus when. ‘yisiting the Nephites upon this Land, in 
addressing them upon the latter day work of the Father upon 
the earth, he said: And now behold, I say unto you, that 
ye had ought to search these things, yea, a commandment I 
give unto you, that ye search these things diligently, for 
great are the words of Isaiah, For surely he spake as touch- 
ing all things concerning my people, which are of the house 
of Israel. Therefore, it must needs be that he must speak 
also to the Gentiles, and to all things that he spake hath 
been and shall be, even according to the words which he 
spake. Therefore, give heed to my words, write the things 
which I have told you, and according ta the time and the will 
of the Father, they shall go forth unto the Gentiles. And 
whosoever will hearken unto my words, and repenteth, and 
is baptized, the same shall be saved. Search the Prophets, 
for many there be that — these things. B. of M. 
page 630. | 
Behold, my servant shall deal prudently, he shall be exalted 
and extolled, and be very high, as many were astonished at 
thee (his visage was so marred, more than any man, and his 
form more than the sons of men) so shall he sprinkle many 
nations, the kings shall shut their mouths at him; for that 
which had been told them shall they see, and that which they 
had not heard shall they consider. Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, all these things shall surely come, even as the Father 
hath commanded me. Then shall this covenant which the 
Father hath covenanted with his people, be fulfilled, and then 
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shall Jerusalem be inhabited again with my people,, and it 
shall be the land of their inheritance. * — gee, 
And when that day shall come, it shall eoane te: pass, that 
kings shall shut their. mouths, for that which had not been 
told them shall they see, and that which they had not heard 
shall they consider. For in thateday, for my sake, shall the 
Father work a work which shall be a great anda marvellous 
work among them, and there shall be among them who. will 
not believe it, although a man shall declare it among them. 
But, behold, the life of my. servant shall bein my hand ; 
therefore they shall not hurt him, although he shall be marred 
because of them. Yet I will heal him, for I will shew, unto 
them that my wisdom is greater than the cunning of the 
Devil. Therefore, it shall come to pass, that whosoever will 
not believe in my words, who am Jesus Christ, whom the 
Father shall cause him (that Prophet) to bring them forth 
unto the Gentiles [it shall be done even as Moses said] they 
and 527. 

Behold, 
work, to my glory, to the immortality and eternal life of man. 
And now Moses, my son, I will speak unto you concerning 
this earth upon which thou standest, apd thou shalt write 
these things which I shall speak, and in dy when the chil- 
dren of men shall esteem my words as nought, and také many 
of them from the book which thou shalt write, behold, I will 
raise up another like unto thee, and they [my words] shall 
be had again among the children of men. — B.- & C. Sec. 22:9. 

Likewise, the Prophet, Joseph, in his writings to W. W. 
Phelps, said: Thus saith the still small voice which whis- 
maketh my bones to quake while it maketh manifest, saying: 
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And it shall come to pass, that I, the Lord God will send one 
mighty and strong, holding the secptre of power, ig his hand, 
clothed with light for a covering, whose utter 
woods, hin bowels be 6 of 
truth, to set in order the house of God, and to arrange by lot 
the inheritances of the Sainte. These 
things I say not of myself, therefore as the Lord speaketh, 
he also will fulfill.— M. L. S. Vol. 14th. 

Latter date, Nov. 17th, 1832.—In addition to all these 
testimonies, the Lord God said unto Joseph Smith, the 
Prophet, in 1884: But verily I say unto you, I have 
decreed that your brethren which have been scattered, shall 
return to the land of their inheritances, and build up the 
waste places of Zion ; for after much tribulation, as I have 
said unto you in a former commandment, cometh the bless- 
ing. Behold, this is the blessing which I have promised 
after your tribulations, and the tribulations of your brethren, 
your redemption, and the redemption of your brethren, even 
to their restoration to the land of Zion, to be established, no 
more to be thrown down. Nevertheless, if they pollute 
their inheritances they shall be thrown down, for I will not 
spare them if they pollute their inheritances. Behold, I say 
unto you, the redemption of Zion must needs come by power, 
therefore I will Aid dp into my people a man who shall lead 
them like as Moses led the children of Israel, for ye are the 
children of Israel, and of the seed of Abraham, and ye must 
needs be led out of bondage by power, and with a stretched 
out arm, and as your fathers were led at the first, even so 
shall the redemption of Zion be.— B. D. &. C. sec. 100 vr. 3. 

As the Lord our God has been punctual to the fulfilling of 
all the promises that he gave to the children of men, in all 
goneby ages of the world, so may we look for, and expect him 


iy 
N 
* 
‘ 
— 
‘= 
4 
‘2 
| 
14 
“ 
i 


79 


to be equally as punctual in the fulfillment of his promises 
that pertains to the dispensation of the fulness of times, 
whether these promises were made to us by ancient or modern 

CHAPTER FIFTH. 
Man has become so much n faith toward 
God, and so partial to partyisms, 80 favorable to false tra- 
ditions, so firm in partiality, so prone to selfishness, so strong 
in his prejudices and so willful in carnality, that it seems 
almost as an impossibility to touch the senibility of his mind, 
in relation tothe things pertaining to life and salvation, 
either by writing or preaching to him. Nevertheless, he 
stands. in awe of. the judgment of a just God, continually, 
He seeks and finds not. He says: Lord, Lord, but does not the 
things that God commands him, He is flattered to believe that 
he can secure to himself, life immortal, by squaring himself with 
some one of the many and diversified established dogmatical 
systems, (that is said to be religious) with the nefarious doc- 
trines and abortive notions, which the people that now char- 
acterizes the world, and teaching for salvation, the various 
and spurious doctrines of men; wherein is eccomplighed a 
fulfillment of that portion of . scripture that says: Ever 
learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the 
truth; Oh, ye foolish and slothful, why will ye not believe 
the Prophets? Who is it that hath bewitched you? Know ye 
not that if the blind lead the blind, both he that leads, and 
they that follow, are liable to fall into the ditch. Remember 
that the Saviour said: And every plant that my heavenly: 
Father hath not planted shall be rooted up. Ob: ye blind 
guides of this world, straight is the gate and narrow is the 
way that leadeth unto life; enter ye therein that ye may have 
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life, for many will seek to enter in and will not be able, for 


t they will not seek aright. Then 
When light is come the world, why then will ye not walk 
in the light; ye foolish and uncircumcised at heart. Woe 
unto them that call evil good and good evil, that put darkness 
for light and light for darkness, that put bitter for sweet and 
sweet for bitter. Woe unto them that seek deep to hide their 
ways from the Lord, and their works are in the dark. Know 
ye not that there is nothing covered than but will be revealed, 
neither hid but that will be known? There is a God in heav- 
en that revealeth secrets to his servants, the Prophets. Oh 
ye haughty-minded, stiff-necked and blood-thirsty people, 
who have killed the Prophets in the nineteenth century ; that 
God in the fulfillment of his promises sent unto you ; but in 
you is that saying fulfilled that said: Yea, the time cometh 
that whosoever killeth you will think that he doth God ser- 
vice. Oh ye that are blind with darkness, and drunken with 
foolishness, and bewildered with the follies of the world, 
build your bullwarks, decorate your chapels, send your mis- 
sionaries to the ends of the earth, martial the air with the 
. towering steeples of your synagogues, persecute the Saints 
of Jesus Christ and you have killed the Prophets of God. 
But know ye chat your houses are Wr * a sandy 
foundation. 

Suffer me in sit us vay that if I am right 
and sound in so saying. Tour religious institutions can 
never save you, for the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against the ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who 
hold the truth in unrighteousness, But this being a day of 
warning, but not a day of many words, we shall dally but 
little with the many superstitions and deistical notions of 
men, they are too numerous, but shall be as near to the point 


no other reason than 
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as possible, brief and as plain as the nature of the subject 
will permit. We seek not honor of men, neither the glory 
of nations, neither superfluity of words, but the truth of 
God. 


THE PAPAL INSTITUTION CONSIDERED. 


The Roman Catholic authority being the most ancient of 
the now established religious systems of the day, we shall 
take into consideration some of her prominent tenets; and 
through and by a fair investigation of her primeval authori- 
ty, and see whether she is in reality thatof which she pro- 
fesses to be or not. It is a national and well-known fact, 
that she in her authority, claims to be the only and legitimate 
church of God upon earth, brought down through the line of 
distinction from the Apostle Peter, to this, our day, without 
any loss of the Apostolic authority whatever; now, she is 
either the church of God, or otherwise she is not; and if she 
is found to be the true church in this argument, then the 
many diversified and sectional church institutious that have 
broke off from her, are bound to be wrong and not right. On 
the other hand, if she is found to be unauthorized, they are 
none the better for the reliable reason that none of them 
claims any additional divine authority or priesthood, aside 
from that of their mother, the Roman Catholic Church. We 
shall now make an appeal to the scriptures, that are found 
recorded within the limits of that book that is well known to 
the inhabitants of this world under the appellation of he Old 
and New Testaments, and from that history bring forth a 
catalogue of facts to form a trying rule of the question and 
subject that is now upon the verge of an even-handed investi- 
gation, and the question being as. broad as the earth, the 
decision as sentimental and as consequential ss the life and 

K 


: 
* 
4 
14 
; 
>. 
ji 
; 
* 
* 
{ 
* 
4 * 


82 


salvation of man. We, therefore, in this appeal, emphati 
cally request the consciousness: and explicit attention of the 
mind of the reader in regard to the question that is now in- 
troduced. | 

No biblical individual will for a moment dispute the 
validity of the Saviour’s authority, in regard to his choosing, 
ordaining, and organizing officers when on earth, for the 
_ establishing of the church of God in this world, and for the 
work of the ministry on earth, particularly when his say- 
ings in relation to the subject are correctly investigated and 
properly appreciated; for, said he, at one time, All things 
are delivered unto me of my Father; at another, “I am the 
true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.“ If the estab- 
lished institutions of men require a process of legalized ordinan- 
ces, emanating from law, authority to authorize individuals to 
act in office capacity ; then, how much the more in the order of 
God, established by Jesus Christ on earth, for the salvation 
of man. 

Therefore, the scriptural account of the original and apos- 
tolic organization, is this, And he ordained twelve, that they 
should be with him and that he might send them forth to 
preach,” Mark, 3:14. Again, “Ye have not chosen Me, 
but I have chosen you, and ordained you that ye should go 
and bring forth fruit,’’ John, 15:16. In the virtue of the 
ordination and the authority, thus conferred by Jesus Christ 
upon those twelve men of whom he called Apostles, in the 
administration thereof belongs certain gifts and blessings 
that rightly belonged to no other institution upon earth; 
consequently, some of the most particulars were enumerated 
by the ordainer, such as, Ye are the light of the world, the 
salt of the earth, &c.’’ Hence it is written that, he called 
his twelve disciples together, and gave them power and 
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authority over all devils, and to cure diseases; and he sent 
them to preach the gospel of the kingdom of God, and to 
heal the sick, &, Luke, 9:1, In addition to those twelve 
men thus chosen and ordained by him, were a different grade 
of ministers appointed that were called seventies, of which he 
sent by twos before his face, as, also, he did the twelve for 
preaching purposes. Neither class of these officers were of a 
local nature, but were traveling ministers, under a superior 
authority than that of which they had been ordained unto. © 

We will now turn our attention and bring into notice the 
Roman Catholic Church authority, and see if it agrees with 
that of the Apostolic institution ; for, b investigation of 
her authority, and an acquaintance er fruits, and a 
knowledge of her features, we may acquainted with 
her true character. | | 

If the President of the United States was dead and there 
was no officers left to defend the rights of the Americans, as 
they are recorded on the face of the written constitution 
thereof, then a vile person might easily come in, offering his 
services to act the part of a President, and thereby obtain an 
ascendancy to the Presidential chair, and form a new code of 
laws adapted to his own wishes—mingle in a few of the fea- 
tures of the old constitution—appoint his own officers, and 
thereby impose upon the people of the country. However, 
when his authority was tried by the legitimate laws of the 
United States, under the inspection of a lawful officer, and 
his code of laws tested by the old original constitation, he 
was proven to be a usurper of authority, and was found to be 
susceptible of loosing his standing among the people. After 
the martyrdom of the Apostles, and the entire overcoming of 
the Saints was accomplished by the Roman power, after the 
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crucifixion of Jesus Christ, it was no great hardship to estab- 
lish Popery and call it Apostolic. 
Me will examine the rule of action and established method 
of bringing Popes into authority.. It is unanimously known 
that the Catholic Church centers at the old citadel of Rome, 
and one individual known as Pope, stands at the head of that 
institution and claims to be Christ's Vicegerent on earth, 
and a lawful successor to Peter the Apostle. The process 
by which Popes are brought into the office of Popes are like 
this: when thepe is an interregnum found in their institu- 
tion, there is then six cardinal bishops, fifty cardinal priests, 
and fourteen cardjnal deacons, assembled together, which 
assemblage they vall sacred college. One of the above named 
cardinals is elected to the office or standing of Pope by the 
vote or voice of the remainder of the cardinals, notwithstand- 
those cardinals are appointed to their authority by the Pope’s 
predecessors, and yet they are the sole electors of the Pope. 
When the Pope is thus mounted to the papal authority, he 
then is considered and styled the Soverign Pontiff of the 
world by his sustainers, regardless to that Scripture that says, 
J am the door, he that entereth not by the door into the 
sheep fold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a 
thief and a robber.“ In his administration, he claims the 
doctrine of infallibility, of which supercedes that of the bible, 
for, said Christ to Peter, his Apostle, “ behold Satan hath — 
desired to have you, that he may sift you as Wheat; but I 
have prayed for thee that thy faith fail not.’’ Likewise, 
Paul the Apostle, said, I keep under my body and bring 
it into subjection, lest that by any means when I have 
preached to others, I myself should be a cast-away.“ 

We have thus far examined the Apostolic and Pope author- 
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ity and shall leave that portion of the argument for the im- 
mediate and deliberate consideration of the reader, and shall 
proceed further with the question by a scriptural investiga- 
tion of the subject, not to try the validity of the Catholic 
institution alone, but to test all other denominations upon 
earth, that claims the principles of salvation for man upon 
earth, by trying their works and examining their fruits by 
the rule of works and fruits of the people of God in the Apos- 
tolic dispensation, and see if any of them is actually in pos- 
session of an authorized authority from God, Man may be 
imposed upon in person, property or character, in thia world, 
and his probation live down all the wrongs and abuses of which 
may be heaped upon him in this life, and die but little, or 
none the worse. But if he is duped in regard to his salva- 
tion in this life, by the cunning of the devil, and the craft- 
iness of men, it is then a something of more importance. 

By a proper investigation of the scriptures, we find that 
after Jesus Christ ordained twelve men to the Apostleship, he 
then called them unto him and began to send them forth by 
twos, and gave them power over unclean spirits, and comman- 
ded them that they should take nothing for their journey save 
a staff only, no scrip, no bread, no money in their purses. 
Under the commandment thus given, we find that “they 
went out and preached that men should repent, and they cast 
out many devils, and anointed with oil many that were sick, 
and healed them,” Mark, 6:8. The seventies were sent out 
under similar circumstances, and in obedience to the com- 
mand given them, we find that they went out and did as they 
were bidden. After the Chief Shepherd of the flock was 
assassinated by unbelievers of the truths of God, and arose 
from the dead, he then met with his Apostles and gave a 
commandment as broad as the earth, in regard to the min- 
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istry, making, however, no alteration in the authority previ- 
ously conferred, though spoke of a furtherance of the power 
gifts and blessings, that legitimately belong to the servants 
of God, that should follow those that might willingly subject 
themselves to that authority that he had conferred, and were 
then upon the verge of leaving upon earth with his ministers, 
of whom he had ordained through the preaching of the gos- 
pel by the Apostles, by saying to them, Go ye into all the 
world and preach the gospel to every creature—he that be- 
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved, but he that believeth 
not shall be damned. And these signs shall follow them that 
believe: in my name shall they cast out devils, they shall 
speak with new tongues; they shall walk over serpents, and 
if they drink any deadly thing it shall not kill them; they 
shall lay hands on the sick and they shall recover.” The 
promise by the Saviour being that these signs shall follow 
them that believe. It is then obvious that if they are not 
found following all those that profess or claim to be believ- 
ers of the Gospel, and they in possession of that power of 
casting out devils, speaking in tongues, healing the sick, &c., 
it is a bright and lasting proof that they are destitute of the 
authority of God, and in place of them being believers in the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, it is evident that they are clear 
hearted unbelievers. It is plain even from the face of the 
statement alone that these signs shall follow them that believe, 
that nothing was calculated to bring about a general and 
universal cessation of those gospel gifts, only a general and 
universal disbelief of the Gospel that was promulgated by 
Jesus Christ and his Apostles. 

The Roman Catholic institution claiming Apostolic author- 
ity, her offshoots professing to believe the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ; then where is their twelve Apostles and seventies 
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preaching, without scrip or money, casting out foul spirits 
and healing the sick? Also, where is their believers speak- 
ing with new tongues and having the interpretation of 
tongues, with the spirit of prophecy, &c.? If they have no 
Apostles, then they are certainly destitute of light, for, said 
the Saviour to the twelve, Ye are the light of the world,“ 
and they, being without light, it is certain that they are in 
the dark, having a glimmering form of Godliness, seeking. to 
establish their own righteousness in this life, and are found 
to be without God in the world. He that hath eyes to see, 
let him look; and he that hath understanding let him consider 
for himself. | 
For the further and advancing consideration of the reader, 
we shall continue our researches in regard to the subject that 
is before us, and look further into the Seriptures, to see if 
any of the ancient servants of God, in their day, retained or 
or possessed any knowledge of such a process of affairs that 
would occur upon the earth ; it will be considered that God, 
in all the past ages of the world, hath taken his own marvel- 
lous course, and ever will, to bring about his righteous purpose 
upon the earth. He certainly revealeth his secrets to his 
servants, the prophets. Daniel, a prophet of old, was an in- 
dividual, we find, that was much blessed and favored of the 
Lord with the spirit of understanding, and God, with figur- 
ative representations, revealed to him many important facts 
pertaining to national and divine affairs. Therefore, we will 
notice some of the leading items that are recorded in the 
book of Daniel of which it says “I saw in my vision by 
night, and behold the four winds of the heavens strove upon 
the great sea, and four great beasts came up from the sea 
diverse one from another; the first was like a lion and had 
eagle's wings, the second like a bear, the third like a leopard, 
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which had upon the back of it four wings, &c.’’ The fourth 
beast that he saw come up was more powerful, dreadful and 
terrible in its appearance, than either of the first three: 
nevertheless, they were all beasts, and it is certain that they 
were shown for a figurative representation of some powers, 
that in the administration thereof should be strong, brutish, 
ferocious aud wicked. It is certain that the first beast he 
saw come up out of the sea, was a representation of the pow- 
er, strength and sway of the Babalonian Empire, when ugder 
the immediate administration of King Nebuchadnezzar, at 
which time the kingdom was raised to its highest pitch of 
greatness, wherein the lion, in his strength and over-ruling 
power among all other beasts of the forest, was a symbolical 
and applicable representation. The succeeding or second beast 
that he saw come up was like a bear, which was shown to 
symbolize the Median Institution, under the reign of Dyoces, 
of whom history informs us that when he was King of the 
Medes he founded the city of Ecbatana, and caused his sub- 
jects to build him a magnificent palace, strongly fortified 
with seven surrounding walls, one being built inside the other, 
extending around the entire city and palace, asa defence 
against any approaching enemy. It is, also, said that he lived 
and died within those seven walls. The King and Kingdom 
of the Medes, while in this attitude of security, the king 
lolling in his palace, surrounded by seven walls, strongly 
guarded by his subjects, certainly had every striking resem- 
blance of a full grown bear crouched in the forest, and while 
reposing himself in a slumbering situation, relying upon his 
dotish, though powerful strength, if aroused. The third beast 
that he saw was like a leopard, of which was a figure of the 


kingdom of Greece, under the conquering reign of Alexander 


the Great, he that went forth as a heroic monster, subduing 
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tribes, subjecting empires, wounding kings, slaying thousands, 
in whose person’ was the he-goat, a representation of whom 
the prophet saw come from the west on the face of the earth, 
and he had a notable horn between his eyes, which was a 


symbolization of strength, and he saw the goat come against 


the ram and break his two horns, which horns! were the king- 
ly power and physical strength of the Kingdoms of Media 
and Persia; he saw the he-goat, or Alexander, was very 
great, and when he was strong, the great horn was broken, 
and in its place came up four notable ones. History informs 
us that after the heroic generalship of Alexander the Great, 
when at Babylon, the Medes invited him to à carousal, where 
he drank all day and all night until he found a fever coming 
upon him when he desisted, but it was too late, for in the space 
of about thirty days he died, and the Empire of the mighty 
conqueror was divided between four of his officers. Though 

he, in the day of his power, having subjected many provinces 
and dioceses, formed the spots on the beast or Grecian: pow- 
er; and whereas the prophet saw the four wings and four 
heads on the back of the beast, so when Alexander expired 
and the imperial authority was divided between four of his 
officers, then was the four wings and heads created on the 
back of the beast or Grecian power. The fourth beast that 
the prophet saw come up was a huge looking animal from the 
description given—it having great iron teeth, devouring and 
breaking in pieces, stamping with his feet, having ten horns, 
Ke. We shall now enter upon an examination of the power 
and parts of the above mentioned beast and’ see, if possible, 
what its real meaning amounts to. It seems to be quite plain 
that the beast here spoken of was a symbolization of the Ro- 
man power and authority, that at ons period of 
time swayed the sceptre of power over all the 
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civilized. regions of the oriental world, which 
comprehended the regions of Spain, Asia Minor, Gaal, 
Media, Assyria, Babylon, Africa, Greece, Sicily and Italy, 
which regions were subjugated to the Roman dominion, from 
time to time, by the iron tooth power of the beast, breaking 
their power in pieces and stamping or walking over the minor 
or residue places with its feet, at which time the beast was 
on his head. 

when the prophet was beholding the beast and considering 
the horns thereof, he says: And behold there came up 
among them another little horn, which had eyes like the eyes 
of a man, and a mouth speaking great things. It will be 
well, probably, for the reader here to take into consideration 
a particular and close view of the subject in relation to the 
little horn, for the prophet says: I considered the horns, 
(that is the ten), and at that time this little horn made its 
appearance by coming up among the ten horns upon the 
head of the beast. Again, he says: “I came near unto 
one of them that stood by, and asked him the truth (or real- 
ity) of all this and he, having reference to the little horn, 
said of the other which came up and before whom three fell, 
even of that horn that had eyes anda mouth that spake 
very great things, whose look was more stout than his fellows, — 
I beheld, and the same horn, (that is, the little one,) made 
war with the Saints and prevailed against them. The ex- 
planation of the little horn is like this, the papal power (or 
the little horn) sprung up out of the Roman power, or beast 
in the midst of the ten horns, through the process of an 
assembled eongregation of Cardinals, Bishops, Priests and 
et hich one of them was nominated and elected 
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Pope—that Pope formed the eyes and mouth of the little 
horn that spake very great things and his looks more ‘stout 
than his fellows (the Cardinals being his fellows). After 
they mounted him to the dignified station of Pope by their 
voice, he then immediately considered himself much superior 
to them ; therefore, his “look soon became more stout than 
theirs (his fellows). | 

It is farther said; that Kings and 
shall speak great words against the Most High, and’ shall 
wear out the Saints of the Most High and think to chatige 
times and laws.” Goodrich, the renowned historian of all 
nations, informs us that small and obscure’ beginnings laid 
the foundation of the Papal’ Dominion. He says this Do- 
minion was founded upon a forgery. Pepin’ and Charlemagne 
having been favored by the Pope in the establishment of their 
power in France, made a grant to him of the Roman Terri- 
tories, which they had wrested from the Bxarchate of Raven: 
na. To secure and give a color of justice to these acquisi- 
tions, the Pope produced à forged deed, which purported to 
be from the hands of the Emperor Constantine. This doc- 
ument conferred on the Popes the 
Italy and the Western Provinces.” 

In this was accomplished’ that which was said of the power 
of the little horn, “and he shall subdue three Kings. Good: 
rich continues the subject by saying: “ The’ Popes’ employed 
every means which ambition could suggest to render’ their 
dominion complete and universal; they not only aspired to 
the character of Supreme Legislators in the Church; but 
asserted themselves to be the Lords of the Universe the 
arbitrators of the fate of Empires; and supreme Rulers over 
the Kings and ‘Princes’ of the earth.“ In this’ was a0 
plished that which is said of the little horn power in relation 
to changing times and la ws. 
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Paul, the Apostle, in his writing upon the subject of the 
second coming ot the Saviour, says: That day shall not 
come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of 
sin be revealed, the son of perdition, who opposeth and ex- 
alteth himself above all, Ke. It is not altogether plain just 
at what period of time this beastly power overcame and en- 
tirely wore out the Saints of the Most High, though, prob- 
ably, about the time of the Trojan war, that took place be- 
tween A. D. 96 and 117, as it is written that Trojan enforced 
rigotously the laws that had been enacted against those who 
dissented from the established religion. However, the Apos- 
tolic Faith was not established either by Gentile or Roman 
law, though the Saints suffered martyrdom at the hands of 
their opposers, and he that will look, may see and calculate 
from ‘that time, until A. D. 1830, (when God restored the 
priesthood to the earth,) and may know the number of years 
this world has passed away, weltering in the principles and 


power of darkness, the inhabitants wandering after the beast 


and woman that was seated thereon, for the beast that the 
Prophet Daniel saw come up out of the sea, and the one that 
John the Revelator gives us the account of seeing, are syon- 
imous. He says, I stood upon the sand of the sea and saw 
a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten 
horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, &. When rightly 
considered, the ten horns of the beast or Roman power was 
Spain, Asia Minor, Gaul, Media, Assyria, Babylon, Africa, 
Greece, Sicily and Italy. It is then certainly plain, for it 
will come in contradiction to the known rules and customs of 
all nations for us to suppose that these dynasties, or horns of 
the beast, were governed without each one having an impe- 
rial ruler, and it would naturally follow that each ruler would 
be honored with a crown, therefore were the crowns upon the 
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ten horns that were attached to the head of the beast, the 
centre place of their roots, John continues the subject, ‘by 
saying : „And there came one of the seven Angels, which 
had seven vials and talked with me, saying unto me, ‘come 
hither, I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great. whore 
that sitteth upon many waters, with whom the Kings of the 
earth have committed fornication and the inhabitants, of the 
earth have boen made drunk with the wine of her fornication. 
So, he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness and 
I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet colored beast, full of names 
of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns, and thd wo- 
man was arrayed in purple and scarlet colors and decked with 
gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in 
her hand full her 
tion.“ bam tae 

The figure of the applienhlese. dhe case 
and circumstances of the nations running so confluent with 
her career, that it seems: almost useless to pursue the ques- 
tion any further, even for the satisfaction of the vilest indi- 
viduals that may be found, for he that hath eyes to see can 
see and he that hath a disposition to understand can under- 
stand, Why was the woman seen mounted upon a scarlet 
colored beast ? For the very reason that the beast was crim- 
soned with the blood of martyred saints. Why was she called 
a great whore? In consequence of her lewdness, in going off 
in an unlawful union with her lovers, the Kings and Nations 
of the earth. Why was she seen sitting upon many waters ? 
For the reason that her most noble palaces are founded 
among the largest cities, which are found to be established 
upon the valleys and shores of the Rivers, Lakes and Seas 
in the midst of the Nations of the earth. Wherein was she 
arrayed in purple, scarlet and decked with stones and | pearle, 
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&e.? By the strength, power and wealth of the beast on 
which she rode, and through the influence of the little horn, 
her faithfal protector, were magnificent temples reared and 
gorgeous palaces raised and embellished with stones, and 
decorated off in the finest possible style for her abiding places, 
particularly in the days of Constantine the Great. Wherein 
are the inhabitants of the earth made drunk with her forn- 
ication ? By the long swaying power and mighty multiplied 
and wielding influence of her lechers, the Kings, Popes, No- 
bles and rulers of the Nations who were her great 
wooers, and with her have they committed’ fornication, 
through and under their administrations and with 
the aid of her mouth pieces, hath the minds of the inhabitants 
of the earth been poisoned and their understandings bewil- 
dered, and made drunk with the wine of foolishness of her 
fornication or rotten and corrupted doctrines. 


WORD OF CAUTION. 

We feel to advise you, by saying to the high, to the low, 
to the rich, to the poor, to the young, to the old, to the Jews, 
to the Gentiles, to the male and females, of all climes under 
the shining sun of this earth, to divest yourselves of all 
deceptions, of all lyings, of all cheatings, of all murderings, 
of all thievishness, of all gamblings, of all mobbings, of all 
swindlings, of all robbings, of all plunderings, of all whoredoms, 
of all deceivings, of all deisms, of all idolisms and of all hy- 
pocrisies, whatever. Let no man or woman deceive you by 
any means; neither deceive ye any manor woman by no 
means; but let your words and acts harmonize with hu- 
manity. Separate yourselves from all evil, resist all the 
works and measures of the devil, Abandon all abominations, 
let every man and woman speak the truth one to the other, 
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remembering that God ean not look upon sin with the long 
degree of allowance ; nevertheless, all they that will repent of 


all sins and work righteousness, 


| "THE SONBHIP OF JESUS CHRIST... * 
The God-head being a subject of . 
believed in by the major portions of the inhabitants of the 
earth, at the present age of the world, to consist of God the 
Father, Jesus Christ the Son and the Holy Ghost, these three 
are believed to be as one, jointly and consolidated in person, 
power and unity of attributes. By what process such an 
unreasonable, wild, untruthful and unsystematical item of 
nonentiſied doctrine ever became so deeply rooted and 80 
thoroughly located upon the minds and understandings of the 
people of this world is certainly extraordinary; they, at the 
same time, pretending to believe the Scriptures for truth and 
to preach them to others for the salvation of man. For the 
illumination of this subject to the mind and understanding of 
the reader, and for the satisfaction of all that may be con- 
cerned, we shall consult the Scriptures pertaining to the 
question, and the reader will be deliberately left with his own 
judgment to decide the investigated subject by his own un- 
derstanding and for his individual satisfaction. i 
We find written in the Scriptures something like this :— 
„The Angel Gabriel was sent from God to a virgin, espous- 
ed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 


(Take notice, this Joseph was of the house or lineage of 


David, which is synonimous.) And the Angel said unto her, 
“Fear not Mary, for thou hast found favor with God, and 
behold, thou shalt conceive and bring forth a son and shall 
call his name Jesus ; he shall be great and shall be called the 


Son of the Highest, and the Lord God Shall give unto him 
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the Throne of his father David.” To show that Christ and 
God are not one and the same individual in person, Jesus 
said: ‘All things are delivered unto me of my Father, and 
if I cast out devils by the en of God, then the Kingdom of 
God is come unto you.” 

Peter says: Le men of Israel hear these words, Jesus of 
Nazareth, a Man approved of God among you by miracles, 
wonders and signs, which God did by him, and the God of 
our Fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew, him hath God 


exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and Saviour, to 


give repentanoe to Israel and forgiveness of sins, and we are 
his ‘witnesses of these things and so is also the Holy Ghost, 
whom God hath given them that obey him. And Jesus himself 
said “My doctrine is not mine, but His that sent me and if 
any man will do His will, (that is, the will of God,) he shall 
know of the doctrine that I preaeh, &c. As much as to have 
said, the Holy Ghost, which God will give to any man that 
will comply with His commandments, will bear him a testimo- 
ny of the truth and reality of the doctrine that he preached. 
And again, Paul says: (for there is one God and one media- 
tor between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.” And 
again, said Christ: “I can ef mine own self do nothing, be- 
cause I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father, 
which hath sent me. There is another, (that is, the Holy 
Ghost,) that beareth witness of me, andI know that the wit- 
ness which he witnesseth of me is true, for the works which 
the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I do 
bear witness of me that the Father hath sent me. And the 
Father himself Who hath sent me, hath borne witness of me, 
though ye have ‘neither nen his voice ‘at any time nor seen 
his shape 

Through the declaration of those statements thus given, it 
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is evidently plain that Jesus Christ is one individual and God 
remains to be another as to personality. See what he said to 
those whom he was addressing: Ye have neither heard his 
voice at any time nor seen his shape. It is certainly plain 
that Jesus Christ is an entirely different individual to that of 
God pertaining to personage, for the people were at that 
very time before him, hearing his voice and beholding his 
shape.” Therefore, how is it that any man can possibly be 
so much duped and mistaken in relation to the subject, as to 
believe that Jesus Christ and the Father is one and the same 
individual. It truly is a matter of certainty, that Jesus acted 


under the immediate and direct authority, inspiration and 


jurisprudence of the Almighty through an influence of the 
Holy Ghost or Spirit of Truth. Though, all that, never made 
him very God or very man. His manship we shall now take 
into notice and, if possible, find out his origin pertaining to 
the flesh. Philip, an individual that lived cotemporary 
with Christ, said to Nathaniel: We have found bim of 
whom Moses, in the Law and the Prophets did write, Jesus of 
Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” It will be borne in mimd that 
Joseph, Mary's husband, was of the house of David, and the 
Angel said to her, when speaking of Jesus, “he shall be 
great and shall be called the Son of the Highest.” This pre- 
diction hath been particularly fulfilled from the time of his 
baptism, for said God, at that time, This is my son, with 
whom I am well pleased.“ The Angel in continuation of the 
subject, said: “and the Lord God shall give unto him (Jesus) 
the throne of his father, David.” The subject seems to be 
this, that he was the son of Joseph, and yet David was called 
his father. This, however, will all be unravelled and 
straightened out to the mind and understanding of the 
reader, before we get through with the subject. Again, said 
M | 
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Jesus: For, as the Father hath life in bimself, so hath he 
given to the Son to have life in himself, and hath given him 
authority [of which authority he was destitute, until given, | 
to execute judgment also, because he is the Son of Man.“ 
And again, there was Simeon of Jerusalem, that was a just 
] man and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and 
| when the Holy Ghost was upon him, it was revealed unto 
| him, by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, (or 
| die) before he had seen the Lord's Christ, and he came by 
q the Spirit into the Temple, when the parents [take notice of 
C the word parents] brought in the child Jesus; he took him 
| in his arms and blessed God, &. And the child grew 
1 and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom and the grace 
| of God was upon him.“ Now his parents, [take notice, 
| bere again are his parents spoken of, which signifies both 
| father and mother,] went to Jerusalen every year at the 
| feast of the passover, and at a certain time of their being at 
| Jerusalem, Jesus being with them, howerer, they became sep- 
a arated and after three days search, they found him in the 
Temple conversing with the Doctors, and when they saw him, 
[that is his parents,] they were amazed and his mother said 
unto him ‘Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? Behold, 
thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing.“ —Luke, 2:48 
| This, certainly, is a sufficiency to establish the true fact 
i that he was the son of Joseph, for Mary called him his father 
U and it is a matter of certainty, that Mary had the greater 
4 privilege of knowing his father. The Apostle Paul, in en- 
j umerating the dealings of God with man in the line of Kings 
j and Prophets, says: The God of the people of Israel chose 
| our fathers and exalted the people, when they dwelt as stran- 
8 gers in the land of Egypt, and with an high arm brought he 
them out of it, and about the time of forty years suffered he 


- — — 


4 

* 
4 
7 


99 


their manners in the wilderness. And when he had destroyed 
seven nations, in the land of Canaan, he divided their land 
to them by lot; aud after that he gave unto them Judges, 
about the space of about four hundred and fifty yesrs, unt il 
Samuel the Prophet, and afterward they desired à King, and 
God gave unto them Saul theson of Kish, a man of the Tribe 
of Benjamin, for the space of forty years, and when he had re- 
moved him, he raised up unto them David to be their King, to 
whom also he gave testimony and said: I have found David, 
the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, who shall ful- 
fill all my will. Of this man's seed hath God, according 
to his promise, raised unto Israel a Saviour, Jesus. At 
another time he said; “Men and Brethren, let me freely 
speak unto you of the Patriarch David, that he is both dead 
and buried and his sepulchre is with us unto this day. There- 
fore, being a Prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with 
an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the 
flesh, he would raise up en to sit on his throne.” — 
John, 2:30. 
This all harmonizes with that which the Angel said to 
Mary, the mother of Jesus, And the Lord God shall give 
unto him the throne of his father, David.“ Again, it is said: 
Conoerning his son Jesus Christ, our Lord, which was made 
of the seed of David, according to the flesh, and also to Abra- 
ham and his seed were the promises made, he saith, not to 


seeds as of many, but as of one, and thy seed, which is 


Christ. And it is said in another place, “Verily be took 
not on him the nature of Angels but he took on him the seed 
of Abraham.” Seeing then that Jesus Ohrist is of the stock 
of Abraham, of the house or lineage of David and they, each 
of them, in their day and probation having à plurality of 
wives and Jesus Christ being an offspring of Abraham's 
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polygamatic family, and passed from thence on through the 
house of David, a polygamist, and finally begotten by Joseph 
4 a descendent of the house of David. All you who are in 
| possession of a disposition to oppose the doctrine of polyg- 
amy do you ever consider or think, that, every time you call 
on the name of Jesus Christ, you call on the name of a polyg- 
ygamist, and if you are followers of him you are the followers 
| of the same. Again, all you opposers of that principle, sup- , 
J pose ye were by accident to get into the Kingdom of God 
and see Jesus Christ sitting upon the throne of his father, 
q David, in falfillment of the prediction of the Angel, presiding 
| over Abraham and his wives, over Solomon and his wives, 
over David and his wives. over Jacob and his wives, and he. 
(Jesus Christ,) reigning King of kings and Lord of lords, 
what then would you have to say in regard to the inetd 
pertaining to polygamy. | 


| THE SETTING UP OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD IN THE 
| LAST DAYS. 


The establishing of the Kingdom of Heaven on earth, in 
the Latter Days, seemed to have been a subject of importance 
with the ancient Saints, and one that occupied the mind of 
many, and was brooded over by every inspired individual 
to a greater or less degree, in almost all ages of the world; 
particularly, since the meridian of time, it has been consider- 
ed and looked upon by the best individuals, to be one of the 
noblest occurrences that would take place at any period of 
time, and it would possess the greatest durability of any in- 
stitution ever established on earth, even since the foundation 
ofthe world. Therefore, King David said: Thy throne, O 
God ! is for ever and ever; the sceptre of thy Kingdom is a 
right sceptre ; Let the people praise Thee, O God! Let all 
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for joy, for Thou, shalt judge the people righteously and goy- 
ern the nations upon earth. ES. 67:39. 

It vas a subject of due importance and taken much into 
‘consideration by the Saviour, when on earth, and was treated 
with much sobriety and candor by him. He likened it in its 
progression to represent many things that are small and 
» ‘implein their nature. At one time he said: “It is like unto 


1 treasures hid in a field, the which, when a man hath found he 


. hideth, “and for joy thereof geeth and selleth all that he hath 
and buyeth that field.” Again, he said: It was like unto 
a merchant seeking goodly pearls, who, when he had found 
one pearl of great price, went and sold all. that he had and 
bought it. Again, he said: It was like to a man traveling 
into a far conntry, who. called his pwn servants and delivered 
unto them his goods. And again, he likened it to a. grain 
of mustard seed, which “ a man took and sowed in his field, 
e. It also was a theme of interest with the Apostles. 
They asked of him (Jesus) after he had risen from the dead, 
saying ; Lord, wilt thou, at, this time, restore again the 
Kingdom to Israel ?” though he, in answer to their request, 
said: It is not for you ta know the times or the seasons, 
which the Father hath put in his own power. 

Daniel, one of the ancient Prophets, through the immedi- 
ate inspiration of God, was possessed with a bright understand- 
ing in relation to the Establishing of the Kingdom of God in 
the last days. He has given the subject such a plain, rational 
and prophetic notice, that, when properly understood, there 
is but, little room left for any man to be deceived in regard 
the thie Kingcom was 10 be: apt 
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particulars pertaining to the subject out of his writings, to 
see if anything can be drawn therefrom giving any decisive 
satisfaction to the enquiring mind concerning this interesting 
subject. When he was brought in before Nebuchadnezzar, 
the King of Babylon, he was interrogated by the King to 


_know if he was able to tell him a certain dream that he had 


seen, and give the interpretation thereof. Then Daniel said 
unto the King, Cannot the wise men, the astrologers, the » 


magicians, the sooth-sayers shew unto the king, yet there CY 


a God in Heaven that revealeth secrets and maketh known 
to the King Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days. 
Thy dream and the visions of thy head upon ‘thy bed are 
these: Thou, O King, sawest and beheld a great image—this 
great image whose brightness was excellent, stood before thee, 
and the form thereof was terrible; the head of this image was 
of fine Gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his 
thighs of brass, his legs of iron, his feet part ofiron and part 
of clay, thou sawest that a stone was cut out without hands 
which smote the image upon his feet, which were of iron and 
clay and brake them to pieces, &c. In the Prophets com- 
mencing to give the interpretation of the dream, he said to 
the King: “Thou art this head of gold.“ It will be borne in 
mind by the reader, that Nebuchadnezzer was King of 


ancient Babylon, at that time, and that he was seen by the 


Prophet to be the head portion of the great image which the 
King saw in à dream stand before him, which image was a 


representation of that which was then and there present, and 


also of many national occurrences that were destined to take 
place upon the earth. Though every thing, from that time, 
lay in the future, wrapped in the arms of unborn times, the 


‘interpreter continued the subject before the King by saying: 
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And after thee shall arise another Kingdom, inferior to thee, 
which was certainly the Median Kingdom which was repre- 
sented by the breast and arms of the great image which was 
composed of metal of the appearance of silver; and “another 
third Kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the 
earth. This was fulfilled under the administration of the 
Kingdom of Greece, that ruled over all the earth that was 
then known in the days of its greatest prosperity which was 
elevated to its highest pitch of greatness by the military power 
of Alexander the Great, at which period it bore the rule of 
power over the Oriental world by its military prowess. And 
the Prophet continued, by saying: And the fourth Kingdom 
shall be strong as iron, forasmuch as iron breaketh in Pieces 
and subdueth all things, all of these shall it break in pieces 
and bruise, by which the iron legs of e gold headed image 
_ Was to represent the Kingdom and power of Rome. And it 
is a national known fact that the Roman Kingdom, in the 
days of its augmenting. greatness, did bruise and break in 
pieces all the governing authorities of Greece, Media, Persia 
and Babylon by subj ugating these countries to its iron power, 
authority and extending territorial dominion over the people. 
And again said Daniel: Whereas thou sawest the feet and 
toes, part of potters clay and part of iron, the Kingdom shall 
be divided, but there shall be i in it of the strenth of the iron, 
Forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay and 
das the toes of the feet were part of iron and part of clay, 80 

the Kingdom shall be partly strong and partly broken.” Ie 
will be borne in mind, by the reader, that the feet. of the 
image were part of iron; which naturally partook of the 
nature of the iron legs, and part of clay. The explanation 
and full meaning of the feet and toes of the great image 
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seems to be this: Theodosius, the last great Emperor of 


Rome, in his administration, divided the great Kingdom by 


appointing Arcadius, his eldest son, Emperor of the Eastern 
Division, and Honorius, the younger, Emperor of the West- 
ern Division; Which Division formed the feet of the great 
image that stood before Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon. 

Soon after this was accomplished, they were invaded by the 
Huns (a fearless race of beings), under the generalship of 
Alarie and heroism of Attilla, and under their sway of power 
and influence, the Roman power began fast to degenerate, 
and became so much debilitated at length, that they were not 


known 4s à nation any more, but became blended with their 


barbarian (or clay) conquerors, which forms the now diversi- 
fied constituted European Kingdom of the present age, and 
which forms the toes of the feet of the great image, which is 
part of iron and part of clay. 3 

And the prophet says: “That in the days of these Kings,” 
(the rulers of the toes of the image,) “shall the God of Heaven 
set up a Kingdom which shall never be destroyed, and the 
Kingdom shall not be left to other people but it shall break 
in pieces and consume all these Kingdoms and it shall stand 
forever. Dan. 2. Therefore upon tlie land of North Amer- 
ica, and on the eighth day of July, in the year of our Lord 
1850, James J. Strang, being prophet, seer and revelator, 
was called and appointed by God, and acknowledged by the 
Saints, to be King in Zion. From the earth he brought forth 
hidden treasures; and by divine permission he translated the 
law of the Lord into the English language, from the séaled 
record that was delivered into his hands by the direction of 
the Angel of God. 
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sRESTORATION OF THR JBWS. 

Tue rebuilding of the City of Jerusalem and the restoration 
of the Jews to their ancient posessions in the dispensation of 
the fullness of time, is a subject that occupied the mind and 
animated the feelings ofthe ancient prophets, probably as 
mudh as any other one subject, and one that we find written 
much and plain upon in many portions of their writings. It 
appears to be a matter of smalſ eongequence with people even, 
for nations to acknowledge the tryth and validity of a proph- 


ecy after its literal fulfillment, but for any people to fully 


acknowledge and believe in an entire accomplished fulfillment 
of any prophecy, that remains to be seccomplished in the 
future of their day, it seems to weary! the feelings. When 


Jesus Christ was upon the earth it was a matter of hardship, | 


apparently, for the people to believe that he was the Christ ; 
but in these days, it is found to be a matter of ease, for 
almost all people (excepting the Jews,) to say that they be- 
lieve he was the Christ. Great and wonderful has been, and 
is yet, the unbelief of the human family in relation to the 
plan of salvation, which is written of the Jews: “And I will 
scatter thee among the heathen, and disperse thee in the coun- 
tries.” All who are acquainted with the history of that 


people know, either directly or indirectly, that they are found 


to be, a present time, scattered and dwelling among the 
inhabitants of almost every nation, kingdom, tongue and 


people, upon the face of the whole earth; therefore, that 


prediction concerning them, in regard to their being soat- 
tered, is nationally known to be accomplished by its truthful 
and visible fulfillment of the many prophecies pertaining to 


them as a people; which are found recorded in the ancient 
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writings of the Old Testament. We shall take into notice 
some of the principal and leading ones, and see if time and 
prophecy offer to them anything of note or importance, 
notwithstanding their long dispersion, their present scatter- 
ed situation and their long chain of unbelief inregard to the 
particular plan of salvation, we find that according to proph- 
ecy they are wes to be a * and favored * 
therefore: 


While the 
The J return, 5 
Hosea, the Prophet, says? “For the children of Israel shall 
abide many days without a King, and without a Prince, and 
a sacrifice, and without an image, and without an ephod, and 
without teraphim.” It evidently has been not many days 


only, but many years, likewise, since they, as one people, 


have lived under the influence and jurisdiction of a King of 
their own as one nation. It has truly been more than 
eighteen hundred years, and the world of mankind well 
knows that they have, nor do not, since their dispersion; oon- 
descend to the worship of images. Therefore, they truly 
have remained a great many days and years without the 
above named particulars. Though notwithstanding the long 
chain of intervening time, the Prophet says: ‘Afterward, 
(that is, after all thiscomes to pass,) shall the children of 
Israel return, (that is, to the God-given land,) and seek the 
Lord their God and David (or the heir of David,) their King, 
and shall fear the Lord and his goodness in the latter days.“ 
He continues the subject by saying: And I will bring again 
the captivity of my people of Israel, and they shall build the 
waste cities and inhabit them, and they shall plant vineyards 
and drink the wine thereof, they shall also make gardens and 
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eat the fruit of them, and I will plant them upon their own 
land, and they shall no more be pulled out of their land, 
hive given ‘them, saith the Land Ged.“ 

It is altogether obvious that the planting, here spoken of 
upon their own land, is yet entirely in the future ; for they 
have never, as yet, at any known period of time, been so 
pulled up by their enemies, even at various times, and their 
old cities laid in ruins. Though here the promise is, that 
they shall no more be pulled up, that is, after being gathered 
in from their an upon their own land 
— 

Tho Prophet Bxekiel in his writings 
w bright neee; “And the Lord said, I will take you from 
among the heathen and gather you out of all countries, and 
will bring you into your own land; and I will put my spirit 
within you and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye 
shall keep my judgements and do them, and ye shall dwell 
in the land that I gave to your fathers, and ye shall be my 
people and I will be your God, and the desolate land shall 
be tilled, whereas it lay desolate in the sight of all that passed 
by, and they shall say, the land that was desolate has become 
like the garden of Eden, and the waste and desolate and 
ruined cities are become fenced and are inhabited; so the 
house of Israel shall know that I am the Lord their God from 
that day forward. And when I have brought them again 
trom the people and gathered them out of their enemies’ lands, 
and am sanctified in them in the sight of many nations, then 
shall they know (and possibly, not before,) that I am the 
Lord their God, which caused them to be led into captivity 
among the heathen, but I have gathered them unto their own 
shall dwell 
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in the land that I have given unto Jacob.my servant, wherein 
your fathers have dwelt, and they shall dwell therein, even 
they and their children, and their children’s children forever, 
and my servant David shall be their Prince forever. More- 
over L will make a covenant of peace with them, it shall be an 
everlasting covenant, and I will place them and multiply 
them, and will set my sanctuary in the midst of them for 
evermore. And all thy children (that is the inhabitants f 
Jerusalem) shall be taught of the Lord, and great shall be, 
the peace of thy children; in rigteousness shalt thou be 
established, thou shalt be far from oppression, for thou shalt 
not fear, and from terror, for it shall not come near thee. 
The Prophet Jeremiah says: Behold, the days come, saith 
the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and with the house of Judah, not according to the cov- 
enant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took 
them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, 
which covenant they broke, although I was an husbend unto 
them, saith the Lord; but this shall be the covenant that I 
will make with the house of Israel after those days, (that is, 
after the days of their dispersion is accomplished,) saith the 
Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts and write it in 


their hearts, I will be their God and they shall be my people; 


they shall teach no more every man his neighbor and every 
man his brother, saying, know the Lord, for they shall all 
know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, 
saith the Lord ; for I will forgive their iniquity and I will 
remember their sin no more. Behold, the days come, saith 
the Lord, that I will perform that good thing which I have 
promiged unte the house of Israel and to the house of Judah. 
In those days, and at that time, will I cause the branch of 
righteousness to grow up unto David, and he shall execute 
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judgment and in the land, ‘those: shall 

Zeabariab, the Prophet, says: the Lord chall inherit 
to Judah his portion in the Holy Land, and shall choose Je- 
rusalem again, and men shall dwell in it and there shall be 
no more utter destruction, but Jerusalem ahall be safely in- 
habited. Taking all things into a proper and dus consid 
ation pertaining to Jerusalem sinoe its first founding up to 
the present period of time, and with the past and present 
Jews; it leaves the subject seemingly plain, that the above 
yet to 


and 


With the inhabitants of this earth, 86, the, present, age, 
there is one conimon and prevailing. opinion (wich a small 
exception) among the people, beliering that God, in the 
majesty of his dignity, and by and throngh the power of his 
greatness, created this world and brought, it forth, into exis 
tence from nothing, and that he only and he lene, has 
existed from all eternity. In the examination of this subject, 
let the reader posseas himself with, the powers of, his mind 
and follow the investigations of the writers, upon ; the, subject 
with the understanding of his bestjudgement, It is, however, 
quite reasonable to suppose that it is a subject that will never 
be fally and completely comprehended. by amy, individual on 
earth while dwelling in mortality. Nevertheless,; there 
certainly and evidently is room and space. for Anprovement 
upon the minds of intelligent beings upon this subject, and 
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to himself the boundless regions of space, then suppose that 
space perfectly void of any material substances whatever, 


and that from all eternity, only God alone. Then turn and 
see this earth, consisting of material substance of which it is 


composed, then enquire of the reasoning ‘powers, of the un- 
derstanding, of the faculties of your mind, asking the question 
where the possibility, in principle, exists with God to create a 
material substance, like unto this earth, out of the elements 
of nonentity or from the open regions of empty apace, or to 
gender it from nothing, it certainly seems impossible, and it 
evidently would come in contact with the powers of reasoning. 
What then is found to be the inference, in regard to the sub- 
ject; according to the doctrine of reasoning, there of necess- 
ity must have been materials in existence at some place. It 
then naturally would follow, that, if it exists uncreated, its 
orgin is based upon a self and everlasting existing principle, 
located in the regions of the universe and limits of space. 
though not visible to the eye of mortals. These materials 
then were taken therefrom by the power and under the juris- 
prudence of the great Generalissimo of all worlds, and was 
of the Al mighty. 

It appears that within the bounds and limitation of seven 
thousand years, was the creation of the earth completed. 
Peter, the Apostle, says: be not ignorant of this one thing, 
that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years as one day. Moses, the ancient servant of 
God, says: And on the seventh day God ended his work 
which he had made. Taking the writings of the two together, 
it appears that the work pertaining to the creation of this 
world in the origin of its organization, was accomplished — 
within the limits of the seventh thousandth year or age of its 
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creation. Had it been created from nonentity, it seems that 
it would be susceptible of annihilation: but, it is written, 
out the ceasless ages of eternity, Hub 

In regard to the origin of man many n ae the 
mind of the human family, one is, that his origin takes place 
with his existence into this world and with the union of the 
stence is earlier than that. ane 

Jesus Christ, in his prayer to the Father, said: Abe; 
O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory 
which I had with thee before the world was. John, 5:17 
He being the greatest, the noblest of all mortals while on 
earth, was possessed with degree of knowledge that enabled 
him to comprehend his existence prior to the organization of 
this world. And the Lord said to the Prophet Jeremiah, 
Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee. Had Jere- 
miah been destitute of an existence until he was formed in 
the belly, then there could be no possibility of knowing him 
at a time when he had no existence. Aught to aught creates 
nothing, aught from aught diminishes nothing, and nonentity 
is only known to be nonentity ; there can be neither more 
nor less of either, there is no materiality existing there. = 

And again the Lord said to Job, Where wast thou when 
I laid the foundation of the earth? Declare, if thou hast un- 
derstanding, whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened, 
or who laid the corner stone thereof, when the morning stars 
sang together, and all the Sons of God shouted for joy“ 
It is then certain that Job's existence was as early as the 
beginning of the founding of the earth, if not earlier; there- 
fore his existence is found to be, certainly, long prior to his 
tabernscling in this world.” It is * equally certain that 
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there wus a corner stone laid in the origin or foundation of the 
earth, for this reason, if no other: it is contrary to all the 
attributes of God, far from the dignity and character of the 
Almighty to dally with principles of folly as though he were 
fallible. Therefore it is clear and certain, that if Job had 
not had an existence before the creation of this earth, then 
God never, no never, would have asked him where he was 
when he laid the foundation of the earth. If he had created 
this earth of nonentity, who is so blind as to suppose, for a 
moment, that the nobility of the Almighty would stoop to so 
low a principle of deception, as to ask Job the question: Who 
laid the corner stone of the earth?” If there had never been 
a corner stone laid, there never would have been such con- 
cession and condesoension to one of of the puny and particular 
principles of folly, to which the dignity, honor, majesty and 
purity ef the Almighty; never, condescends, even throughout 
worlds withont end. Truly the mortal fashion of this world 
passeth away as chaff of the summer threshing-floor, or as 
dross of the refiner’s pot. Notwithstanding the durability of 
man is from age to age, with the earth, which was once com- 
posed of eternal chaotic matter, never to be decomposed ; but 
will continue to roll upon its. axis from age to age, even 
throughout r and n roll of an . 
ing and endless eternity. aT 

Nevertheless, man, by his incurs tho ven- 
geance of a just Godupon himself. As long as he will indulge 
himself in the principles of wickedness and does the dirty 
deeds: of the devil, so long he must and will remain in dark- 
ness, abiding without salvation, be that long or short, There- 
fore, let all men take heed to their ways, and let the high, the 


low; the rich, the poor, the old, the young, the noble and: ig- 


noble, together, repent of all sins, ooming down into the depths 
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of humiliation, and become as little children, nourishing and 
cherishing a meek and lowly spirit, that ye may be able and 
worthy to enter into the everlasting kingdom of God, and 
dwell forever and ever with the King of kings and Lord of 


the eto ream of tine, whi agen 
to roll, 

The mind of man may improve, wherever mysteries do unfold, 

While the earth is swiftly gliding through the fanthomless abyss. of 
time, 

The sun with its brilliant light will eternally endure to shine, | 

Though the earth reel to and fro that the word prophesied may 
come to pass, 

And wicked men and devils may tremble and cry out, alas, alas! 

It is upon its orbit and swiftly traveling on its endless road. 

The eternal home of the just, and their long and everlasting 

place of abode; 

Though it melts with fervent heat and with judgments are purified, 

Christ the mighty Saviour, while upon it he was shamefully — 

Vengeance belongs to our God, justice is in all his eternal ways: 

Man has his own probation that he may secure eternal life in his a 

land, 

The sun that is so far away in the depths of eternal space, 

Are only the handy work of him that has both hands and face. 

It on its orbit rolls, and on its dauntless march will ever shine, 

The God that established it is forever and eternally divine, 1 

Within the depths of space, where the mind of man is forced to stop, 

Remains re glories, that 1 — of man has 
forgot. 

God alone, who has the greatest, the eternal and infinite unk 

Has organized the world, and all the nations of mankind,,. - -._— 

The eternal ages that rolls away upon the wings of eternal time; 1 

The murderous nation, that seals its destiny by wicked deeds of 
crime ; * 
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place; 
The moon upon its everlasting way, and so swiftly moving round, 
The depths and breadths of space, by man, has not, as yet been found. 
Mortal beings may meditate and look upon worlds thus offered to 
their view, 


_ AN APPEAL AND EXHORTATION TO THE PRESIDENT AND 


PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES, AND TO ALL PEOPLE 
THROUGHOUT THE EARTH. BY JAMES HUTOHLNS, Greet- 
Fellow. Man and Brother Traveler to a World to Come: 

With sympathy, and feelings of philanthropy, do I write 
and direct this appeal and word of exhortation unto you, 
being ever inspired with a feeling of anxiety for the welfare, 
happiness and perpetuity of righteousness unto all of the 
fallen race of man. In consequence of many eventful oecur- 
rences that have taken place in this world since the creation 
of man, may many sublime truths be accumulated, and facts 
that are well tested drawn up for the consideration and benefit 
of the present generation of human beings; for, that man 
lives, then dies, and that he loves life, and dreads death, is a 
fact well known to the family of Adam, and that death came 
in consequence of transgression and disobedience of our fore- 


parents, and entailed upon their children, seems to be a truth 


well matured in the mind of man; for, said the Lord God 
unto him in the creation—“Of every tree of the garden thou 
mayest freely eat, but of the tree of knowledge of good and 
evil, thou shalt not eat of it, for in the day that thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely die.“ Gen. 2: 16, 17. 
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Notwithstanding the disobedience of man in the beginning, 


to the word of his Creator, and the many aggravating and 
debasing evils that were brought into practice by his posteri- 
ty, yet God, in his infinite goodness, hath, at sundry times, 
offered to redeem weltering man from those contagious, and 
none the less contaminating maladies, that have so long in- 
fested the world of mankind, in consequence of their long 
protracted wickedness, by sending unto them His Word, His 
Law, Commandments and Statutes, by his servants, the 


“the wages of sin is death ; but the gift of God is eternal 
life, through Jesus Christ His Son: 3 it is written 
„Let the wicked forsake his way. and the unrighteous man 
his thoughts, and let him return. unto the Lord, and he will 
haye mercy upon him, and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon.” Is. 55: 7. Therefore all things whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye even go to them, for 
this is the law and the prophets.” Matt. 7:12. And 
„Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy 
strength. This is the first commandment, and the second is 
like, namely, this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor ag thyself. 
There is none other commandment greater than these. 
Mark 12: 30, 31. Fear God and keep his commandments, 
for this is the whole duty of man.“ Eccl. 12:13. Notwith- 
standing the offered mercy and proffered blessings of God 
unto his creatures, upon the conditions of their obedienge to 
his word, yet the vile portion of man, through his moral 
agency, under the influence of an evil spirit and wicked dis- 
position, has risen up in open rebellion against the offered 
mercies of kind Heaven for the redemption of the world, and 
in public violation of both the laws of God and man, hag 


préphets, in different ages of the world. Remember that 
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killed many of the prophets, as in the case of John, the fore- 
runner of Christ, and Christ the Redeemer, Joseph and James 


of the last days, wherein they have incurred the vengeance 


of a just God upon themselves in consequence of their high- 
handed wickedness and disobedience to the word of God, by 
the mouths of his prophets unto them. For instance, re- 
member the case of the Antediluvians, likewise the destruc- 
tion of the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, the punishment 
of the Israelites, and the plagues in Egypt in the days of 
Moses, with the overthrow and downfall of old Jerusalem, 
aud the dispersion of the Jews, all of which goes to show 
emphatically that God is punctual in all of his promises unto 
the children of men. And, if true on the one hand, in his 
word and promises, even unto the overthrow and destruction 
of the rebellious and disobedient, then equally true is his 
word on the other hand, in relation to his preserving of all 
those that obey his commandments. Therefore, O ye crowned 
heads and people of the nineteenth century, hear ye this, the 
word of the Lord unto you, by the mouths of his disciples 
of the dispensation of the fulness of times of which word he 
has given unto us, that we may dispense the same unto 
you. 


A REVELATION GIVEN THROUGH JOSEPH SMITH, THE 
PROPHET. 

1. Hearken ! O, ye people of my Church! saith the voice 
of him who dwells on high, and whose eyes are upon all men, 
yea, verily, I say, hearken ye people from afar, and ye that 
are upon the islands of the sea, listen together, for verily the 
voice of the Lord is unto all men, and there is none to escape, 
and there is no eye that shall not see, neither ear that shall 
not hear, neither heart that shall not be penetrated, and the 
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rebellious shall be pierced with much sorrow, for their 
iniquities shall be spoken upon the house-tops, and their secret 
acts shall be revealed, and the voice of warning shall be unto 
all people by the mouths of my disciples, whom I have chosen 
in these last days, and they shall go forth, and none shal} 
stay them, for I, the Lord, have commanded the 

2. Behold, this is mine authority, and the authority of 
my servants, and my preface unto the Book of my Com- 
mandments, which I have given them to publish unto you, 
O, ye inhabitants of the earth. Wherefore, fear and tremble, 
O, ye people, for what I, the Lord, have decreed in them 
shall be fulfilled, and verily I say unto you that they who 
go forth bearing these tidings unto the inhabitants of the 
earth, to them is power given to seal, both on earth and in 
heaven, the unbelieving and rebellious, yea, verily, to seal 
them up unto the day when the wrath of God shall be poured 
out upon the wicked without measure, unto the day when the 
Lord shall come to recompense unto every man according to 
his work, and measure to every man according to the 
‘measure which he has measured to his fellow man. 

3. Wherefore, the voice of the Lord is unto the ends of 
the earth, that all that will hear may hear. Prepare ye, 
prepare ye, for that which is to come, for the Lord is nigh, 
and the anger of the Lord is kindled, and his sword is bathed 
in heaven, and it shall fall upon the inhabitants of the earth, 
and the arm of the Lord shall be revealed; and the day 
cometh that they who will not hear the voice of the Lord, 
neither the voice of his servants, neither give heed to the 
words of the prophets and apostles, shall be cut off from 
among the people, for they have strayed from mine ordinan- 
ces, and have broken mine everlasting covenant; they seek 
not the Lord to establish his righteousness, but every man 
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walketh in his own way, and after the image of his own god, 
whose image is in the likeness of the world, aud whose sub- 
stance is that of an Idol, and shall perish in Babylon, even 
Babylon the great, which shall fall. 

4. Wherefore, I, the Lord, knowing the calamity which 
should come upon the inhabitants of the earth, called upon 
my servant, Joseph Smith, Jr., and spake unto him from 
heaven, and gave him commandments, and also gaye com- 
mandments to others, that they should proclaim these things 
unto the world; and all this that it might be fulfilled which 
was written by the prophets: the weak things of the world 
shall come forth and break down the mighty and strong ones, 


that man should not counsel his fellow-man, neither trust in 


the arm of flesh, but that every man might speak in the 
name of God the Lord, even the Savior of the world, that 
faith, also, might increase in the earth, that mine everlast- 
ing covenant might be established, that the fullness of my 
gospel might be proclaimed by the weak and the simple unto 
the ends of the world, and before kings and rulers. ~ 

5. Behold I am God, and have spoken it: these com- 
mandments are of me, and were given unto my servants in 
their weakness, after the manner of their language, that 
they might come to understanding; and inasmuch as they 
erred it might be made known; and inasmuch as they sought 
wisdom they might be instructed; and inasmuch as they 
sinned they might be chastened that they might repent; and 
inasmuch as they are humble they might be made strong and 
blessed from on high, and receive knowledge from time to 
time, and after having received the record of the Nephites, 
yea, even my servant, Joseph Smith, Jr., might have power 
to translate, through the mercy of God, by the power of God, 
the Book of Mormon, and also those to whom these command- 
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ments were given might have power to lay the foundation of 
this Church, and to bring it forth out of obscurity, and out 
of darkness, the only true and living Church upon the face 
of the whole earth, with which I, the Lord, am well pleased, 
speaking unto the Church collectively, and not individually; 

for I, the Lord, oannot look upon sin with the least degree 
of allowance ; nevertheless he that repents and does the com- 
mandments of the Lord shall be forgiven; and he that 
repents not, from him shall be taken even the light which he 
has received, for my Spirit shall 150 always strive with man, 
saith the Lord of Hosts. | 

6. And again, verily I say unto you; O inhabitants of 
the earth, I, the Lord, am willing to make these things 
known unto all flesh, for I am no respécter of persons, and 
willeth that all men shall know that the day speedily cometh ; 
the hour is not yet, but is nigh at hand, when peace shall be 
taken from the earth, and the devil shall have power over 
his own dominion, and also the Lord shall have power over 
his saints, and shall reign in their midst, and shall come 
_down in judgment upon Idumea, or the world. | 

7. Search these commandments, for they aré true and 
faithful, and the prophecies and promises which are in them 
shall all be fulfilled. 

8. What I, the Lord, have spoken, and I excuse not my 
self, and though the heavens and the éarth pass away, my 
word shall not pass away, but shall all be ‘fulfilled, whether 
by mine own voice or by the voice of my servants, it is the 
same, for behold, and lo, the Lord is God, and the Spirit 
forever and ever. Amen. 

The latter day work of God upon this earth seems to have 
been a theme of great consolation with many of the ancierit 
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prophets of the Lord, such as the re-building of Jerusalem, 
the redemption of Zion, the restoration of the Jews from their 
long dispersion, and the permanent establishment of his cov- 
enant people upon their own lands in the last days. 
Therefore it is written: And I will bring again the captiv- 
ity of my people of Israel, and they shall build the waste 
cities and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards and 
drink the wine thereof; they shall also make gardens, and 
eat the fruit of them. And I will plant them upon their 
land, and they shall no more be pulled up out of their land 
which I have given them, saith the Lord thy God.” Amos 
9:14,15. But in the last days it shall come to pass, that 
the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established in the 
top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills ; 
and people shall flow unto it. And many nations shall come, 
and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the 
Lord, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will 
teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths; for the 
law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem. Mi. 4: 1, 2. Therefore, thus saith the Lord 
God of Israel against the pastors that feed my people: ye 
have scattered my flocks, and driven them away, and have 
not visited them: behold, I will visit upon you the evil of 
your doings, saith the Lord. And I will gather the remnant 
of my flock out of all countries whither I have driven them, 
and will bring them again to their folds ; and they shall be 
fruitful and increase. And I will set shepherds over them, 
which shall feed them: and they shall fear no more, nor be 
dismayed, neither shall they be lacking, saith the Lord. 
Behold the days come, saith the Lord, that I will raise unto 
David a righteous branch, and a King shall reign and prosper 
and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth.” Jer. 
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23: 2, 3, 4, 5. ‘And it shall come to pass in that day, that 
the Lord shall set his hand again the second time to recover 
the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from 
Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, 
and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and 
from the islands of the sea. And he shall set up an ensign 
for the nations, and assemble the outcasts of Israel, and 
gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners 
of the earth. Isa. 11:11, 12. “And say unto them, thus 
saith the Lord God; Behold, I will take the children of 
Israel from among the heathen, whither they be gone, and 
will gather them on every side, and bring them into their 
own land: and I will make them one nation in the land upon 
the mountains of Israel; and one king shall be king to them 
all; and they shall be no more two nations, neither shall 
they be divided into two kingdoms any more at all.” Eze: 
37: 21, 22. | 

Now inasmuch as the time hath rolled around, and that the 
day has come wherein the Lord God will perform his work 
and accomplish his purposes in the earth, that a reign of 
everlasting righteousness may be ushered in and established 
upon the face thereof—‘Therefore, O ye kings, rulers and 
people, awake, awake to righteousness, for the day of: the 
Lord draweth near. Let the wicked forsake their wicked- 
ness, and the nations their evils, and make straight the ways 
of your feet, that you may be found upon the pathway of 
righteousness. For the ax is laid at the root of the trees, 
and every tree that will not bring forth good fruit shall be 
hewn down and cast into the fire.” For it is written; 
Behold I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the 
way before me, and the Lord whom ye seek shall suddenly 
come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant 
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whom ye delight in, behold he shall come, saith the Lord of 
Hosts. But who may abide the day of his coming, and who 
shall stand when he appeareth? For he is like a refiner’s fire, 
and like fuller's soap. Now as these are the latter days, 


and also the dotage of the world, and that man has suffered 


from the beginning numerous ills in consequence of his diso- 
bedience to the truth, and that many nations have fallen by 
the means of the people persisting in wickedness is plain. 
Then take heed to your ways and learn wisdom from the past; 
reform and bring into practice that which will be the most 
conducive for the upbuilding of a righteous kingdom on earth | 
and for the welfare and perpetuity of your own souls in the 
ages to come. My bowels yearn for the redemption of my 
fellow beings, that they might be redeemed from all misery, 
but appreciating the fact that no man or nation of men can 
by any possible means be redeemed from all misery, and 
become permanently happy, while progressing in habitual or 
actual sins— 

Therefore, all ye people throughout the earth, repent of all 
sin. Turn far away from all the abominations that have 
characterized or that now characterize the world, such as 
blood-shedding, murdering, idolatry, whoredoms, witchcrafts, 
lyings, deceivings, hypocrisies, swindlings, thefts, mobbings, 
robbings and plunderings. These evils being practiced and 
persisted in by the people, is that which defiled the race and 
tarnished the reputation of man in gone-by ages of the world. 
Consider that Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a 
reproach to any people.” Pr. 14: 34. Then I advise, 
admonish and exhort—the high, the low, the rich, the poor, 
the old, the young, the bond, the free, both of Jews and Gen- 
tiles, male and female, of every clime, of all nations, 
kindred, tongues, tribes, parties, sects, factions and denomi- 
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nations upon the face of all the earth, to forsake all unright- 
eousness, that the seed, root and branches of all wickedness 
may be altogether obviated. Yea, turn unto the Lord with 
full purpose of heart; cleave unto the laudable and elevating 
principles of humanity, justice, morality, fidelity, chastity, 
equity, sobriety, faith, meekness, hope, humility and charity. 
Pat your trust in that Spirit which leadeth to do good, to 
do justly, to judge righteously, walking humbly before n 
continually, that glory may dwell in our _— 
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whom ye delight in, behold he shall come, saith the Lord of 
Hosts. But who may abide the day of his coming, and who 
shall stand when he appeareth? For he is like a refiner’s fire, 
and like fuller’s soap. Now as these are the latter days, 
and also the dotage of the world, and that man has suffered 
from the beginning numerous ills in consequence of his diso- 
bedience to the truth, and that many nations have fallen by 
the means of the people persisting in wickedness is plain. 
Then take heed to your ways and learn wisdom from the past; 
reform and bring into practice that which will be the most 
_ conducive for the upbuilding of a righteous kingdom on earth, 
and for the welfare and perpetuity of your own souls in the 
ages to come. My bowels yearn for the redemption of my 
fellow beings, that they might be redeemed from all misery, 
but appreciating the fact that no man or nation of men can 
by any possible means be redeemed from all misery, and 
become permanently happy, while progressing in habitual or 
actual sins— 

Therefore, all ye people throughout the earth, repent of all 
sin. Turn far away from all the abominations that have 
characterized or that now characterize the world, such as 
blood-shedding, murdering, idolatry, whoredoms, witchcrafts, 
lyings, deceivings, hypocrisies, swindlings, thefts, mobbings, 
robbings and plunderings. These evils being practiced and 
persisted in by the people, is that which defiled the race and 
tarnished the reputation of man in gone-by ages of the world. 
Consider that Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a 
reproach to any people.” Pr. 14:34. Then I advise, 
admonish and exhort—the high, the low, the rich, the poor, 
the old, the young, the bond, the free, both of Jews and Gen- 
tiles, male and female, of every clime, of all nations, 
kindred, tongues, tribes, parties, sects, factions and denomi- 
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nations upon the face of all the earth, to forsake all unright- 
eousness, that the seed, root and branches of all wickedness 
may be altogether obviated. Lea, turn unto the Lord with 
full purpose of heart; cleave unto the laudable and elevating 
principles of humanity, justice, morality, fidelity, chastity, 
equity, sobriety, faith, meekness, hope, humility and charity. 
Put your trust in that Spirit Which leadeth to do good, to 
do justly, to judge righteously, walking humbly before _ 
continually, that glory may dwell in our land. 
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whom ye delight in, behold he shall come, saith the Lord of 
Hosts. But who may abide the day of his coming, and who 
shall stand when he appeareth? For he is like a refiner's fire, 
and like fuller’s soap. Now as these are the latter days, 
and also the dotage of the world, and that man has suffered 
from the beginning numerous ills in consequence of his diso- 
bedience to the truth, and that many nations have fallen by 
the means of the people persisting in wickedness is plain. 
Then take heed to your ways and learn wisdom from the past; 
reform and bring into practice that which will be the most 
conducive for the upbuilding of a righteous kingdom on earth | 
and for the welfare and perpetuity of your own souls in the 
ages to come. My bowels yearn for the redemption of my 
fellow beings, that they might be redeemed from all misery, 
but appreciating the fact that no man or nation of men can 
by any possible means be redeemed from all misery, and 
become permanently happy, while progressing in habitual or 
actual sins— 

Therefore, all ye people throughout the earth, repent of all 
sin. Turn far away from all the abominations that have 
characterized or that now characterize the world, such as 
blood-shedding, murdering, idolatry, whoredoms, witchcrafts, 
lyings, deceivings, hypocrisies, swindlings, thefts, mobbings, 
robbings and plunderings. These evils being practiced and 
persisted in by the people, is that which defiled the race and 
tarnished the reputation of man in gone-by ages of the world. 
Consider that Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a 
reproach to any people.” Pr. 14:34. Then I advise, 
admonish and exhort—the high, the low, the rich, the poor, 
the old, the young, the bond, the free, both of Jews and Gen- 
tiles, male and female, of every clime, of all nations, 
kindred, tongues, tribes, parties, sects, factions and denomi- 
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nations upon the face of all the earth, to forsake all unright- 
eousness, that the seed, root and branches of all wickedness 
may be altogether obviated. Lea, turn unto the Lord with 
full purpose of heart; cleave unto the laudable and elevating 
principles of humanity, justice, morality, fidelity, chastity, 
equity, sobriety, faith, meekness, hope,-humility and charity. 
Put your trust in that Spirit which leadeth to do good, to 
do justly, to judge righteously, walking humbly before en 
continually, that glory may dwell in our land. 
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whom ye delight in, behold he shall come, saith the Lord of 


Hosts. But who may abide the day of his coming, and who 


shall stand when he appeareth? For he is like a refiner’s fire, 
and like fuller’s soap. Now as these are the latter days, 
and also the dotage of the world, and that man has suffered 
from the beginning numerous ills in consequence of his diso- 
bedience to the truth, and that many nations have fallen by 
the means of the people persisting in wickedness is plain. 
Then take heed to your ways and learn wisdom from the past; 
reform and bring into practice that which will be the most 
conducive for the upbuilding of a righteous kingdom on earth 
and for the welfare and perpetuity of your own souls in the 
ages to come. My bowels yearn for the redemption of my 
fellow beings, that they might be redeemed from all misery, 
but appreciating the fact that no man or nation of men can 
by any possible means be redeemed from all misery, and 
become permanently happy, while progressing in habitual or 
actual sins— 

Therefore, all ye people throughout the earth, repent of all 
sin. Turn far away from all the abominations that have 
characterized or that now characterize the world, such as 
blood-shedding, murdering, idolatry, whoredoms, witchcrafts, 
lyings, deceivings, hypocrisies, swindlings, thefts, mobbings, 
robbings and plunderings. These evils being practiced and 
persisted in by the people, is that which defiled the race and 
tarnished the reputation of man in gone-by ages of the world. 
Consider that Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a 
reproach to any people.” Pr. 14:34. Then I advise, 
admonish and exhort—the high, the low, the rich, the poor, 
the old, the young, the bond, the free, both of Jews and Gen- 
tiles, male and female, of every clime, of all nations, 
kindred, tongues, tribes, parties, sects, factions and denomi- 
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nations upon the face of all the earth, to forsake all unright- 
eousness, that the seed, root and branches of all wickedness 

may be altogether obviated. Lea, turn unto the Lord with 
full purpose of heart; cleave unto the laudable and elevating 
principles of humanity, justice, morality, fidelity, chastity, 
equity, sobriety, faith, meekness, hope,-humility and charity. 
Pat your trust in that Spirit which leadeth to do good, to 
do justly, to judge righteously, walking humbly before — 
continually, that glory may dwell in our land. 
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whom ye delight in, behold he shall come, saith the Lord of 
Hosts. But who may abide the day of his coming, and who 
shall stand when he appeareth? For he is like a refiner’s fire, 
and like fuller’s soap. Now as these are the latter days, 
and also the dotage of the world, and that man has suffered 
from the beginning numerous ills in consequence of his diso- 
bedience to the truth, and that many nations have fallen by 
the means of the people persisting in wickedness is plain. 
Then take heed to your ways and learn wisdom from the past; 
reform and bring into practice that which will be the most 
conducive for the upbuilding of a righteous kingdom on earth, 
and for the welfare and perpetuity of your own souls in the 
ages to come. My bowels yearn for the redemption of my 
fellow beings, that they might be redeemed from all misery, 
but appreciating the fact that no man or nation of men can 
by any possible means be redeemed from all misery, and 
become permanently happy, while progressing in habitual or 
actual sins— 

Therefore, all ye people throughout the earth, repent of all 
sin. Turn far away from all the abominations that have 
characterized or that now characterize the world, such as 
blood-shedding, murdering, idolatry, whoredoms, witchcrafts, 
lyings, deceivings, hypocrisies, swindlings, thefts, mobbings, 
robbings and plunderings. These evils being practiced and 
persisted in by the people, is that which defiled the race and 
tarnished the reputation of man in gone-by ages of the world. 
Consider that ‘Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a 
reproach to any people.” Pr. 14:34. Then I advise, 
admonish and exhort—the high, the low, the rich, the poor, 
the old, the young, the bond, the free, both of Jews and Gen- 
tiles, male and female, of every clime, of all nations, 
kindred, tongues, tribes, parties, sects, factions and denomi- 
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nations upon the face of all the earth, to forsake all unright- 


eousness, that the seed, root and branches of all wickedness 
may be altogether obviated. Yea, turn unto the Lord with 
full purpose of heart; cleave unto the laudable and elevating 
principles of humanity, justice, morality, fidelity, chastity, 
equity, sobriety, faith, meekness, hope,-humility and charity. 
Pat your trust in that Spirit which leadeth to do good, to 
do justly, to judge righteously, walking humbly before — 
continually, that glory may dwell in our land. 
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whom ye delight in, behold he shall come, saith the Lord of 
Hosts. But who may abide the day of his coming, and who 
shall stand when he appeareth? For he is like a refiner’s fire, 
and like fuller’s soap. Now as these are the latter days, 
and also the dotage of the world, and that man has suffered 
from the beginning numerous ills in consequence of his diso- 
bedience to the truth, and that many nations have fallen by 
the means of the people persisting in wickedness is plain. 
Then take heed to your ways and learn wisdom from the past; 
reform and bring into practice that which will be the most 
conducive for the upbuilding of a righteous kingdom on earth, 
and for the welfare and perpetuity of your own souls in the 
ages to come. My bowels yearn for the redemption of my 
fellow beings, that they might be redeemed from all misery, 
but appreciating the fact that no man or nation of men can 
by any possible means be redeemed from all misery, and 
become permanently happy, while progressing in habitual or 
actual sins— 

Therefore, all ye people throughout the earth, repent of all 
sin. Turn far away from all the abominations that have 
characterized or that now characterize the world, such as 
blood-shedding, murdering, idolatry, whoredoms, witchcrafts, 
lyings, deceivings, hypocrisies, swindlings, thefts, mobbings, 
robbings and plunderings. These evils being practiced and 
persisted in by the people, is that which defiled the race and 
tarnished the reputation of man in gone-by ages of the world. 
Consider that Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a 
reproach to any people.” Pr. 14:34. Then I advise, 
admonish and exhort—the high, the low, the rich, the poor, 
the old, the young, the bond, the free, both of Jews and Gen- 
tiles, male and female, of every clime, of all nations, 
kindred, tongues, tribes, parties, sects, factions and denomi- 
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nations upon the face of all the earth, to forsake all unright- 


eousness, that the seed, root and branches of all wickedness 
may be altogether obviated. Lea, turn unto the Lord with 
full purpose of heart; cleave unto the laudable and elevating 
principles of humanity, justice, morality, fidelity, chastity, 
equity, sobriety, faith, meekness, hope,-humility and charity. 
Put your trust in that Spirit which leadeth to do good, to 
do justly, to judge righteously, walking humbly before 2 0 
continually, that glory may dwell in our land. 
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whom ye delight in, behold he shall come, saith the Lord of 
Hosts. But who may abide the day of his coming, and who 
shall stand when he appeareth? For he is like a refiner’s fire, 
and like fuller’s soap. Now as these are the latter days, 
and also the dotage of the world, and that man has suffered 
from the beginning numerous ills in consequence of his diso- 
bedience to the truth, and that many nations have fallen by 
the means of the people persisting in wickedness is plain. 
Then take heed to your ways and learn wisdom from the past; 
reform and bring into practice that which will be the most 
conducive for the upbuilding of a righteous kingdom on earth | 
and for the welfare and perpetuity of your own souls in the 
ages to come. My bowels yearn for the redemption of my 
fellow beings, that they might be redeemed from all misery, 
but appreciating the fact that no man or nation of men can 
by any possible means be redeemed from all misery, and 
become permanently happy, while progressing in habitual or 
actual sins— 

Therefore, all ye people throughout the earth, repent of all 
sin. Turn far away from all the abominations that have 
characterized or that now characterize the world, such as 
blood-shedding, murdering, idolatry, whoredoms, witchcrafts, 
lyings, deceivings, hypocrisies, swindlings, thefts, mobbings, 
robbings and plunderings. These evils being practiced and 
persisted in by the people, is that which defiled the race and 
tarnished the reputation of man in gone-by ages of the world. 
Consider that Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a 
reproach to any people.” Pr. 14:34. Then I advise, 
admonish and exhort—the high, the low, the rich, the poor, 
the old, the young, the bond, the free, both of Jews and Gen- 
tiles, male and female, of every clime, of all nations, 
kindred, tongues, tribes, parties, sects, factions and denomi- 
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nations upon the face of all the earth, to forsake all unright- 
eousness, that the seed, root and branches of all wickedness 
may be altogether obviated. Lea, turn unto the Lord with 
full purpose of heart; cleave unto the laudable and elevating 
principles of humanity, justice, morality, fidelity, chastity, 
equity, sobriety, faith, meekness, hope, humility and charity. 
Put your trust in that Spirit which leadeth to do good, to 
do justly, to judge righteously, walking humbly before _ 
continually, that glory may dwell in our land. 
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whom ye delight in, behold he shall come, saith the Lord of 
Hosts. But who may abide the day of his coming, and who 
shall stand when he appeareth? For he is like a refiner’s fire, 
and like fuller’s soap. Now as these are the latter days, 
and also the dotage of the world, and that man has suffered 
from the beginning numerous ills in consequence of his diso- 
bedience to the truth, and that many nations have fallen by 
the means of the people persisting in wickedness is plain. 
Then take heed to your ways and learn wisdom from the past; 
reform and bring into practice that which will be the most 
conducive for the upbuilding of a righteous kingdom on earth, 
and for the welfare and perpetuity of your own souls in the 
ages to come. My bowels yearn for the redemption of my 
fellow beings, that they might be redeemed from all misery, 
but appreciating the fact that no man or nation of men can 
by any possible means be redeemed from all misery, and 
become permanently happy, while progressing in habitual or 
actual sins— 

Therefore, all ye people throughout the earth, repent of all 
sin. Turn far away from all the abominations that have 
characterized or that now characterize the world, such as 
blood-shedding, murdering, idolatry, whoredoms, witchcrafts, 
lyings, deceivings, hypocrisies, swindlings, thefts, mobbings, 
robbings and plunderings. These evils being practiced and 
persisted in by the people, is that which defiled the race and 
tarnished the reputation of man in gone-by ages of the world. 
Consider that Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a 
reproach to any people.” Pr. 14:34. Then I advise, 
admonish and exhort—the high, the low, the rich, the poor, 
the old, the young, the bond, the free, both of Jews and Gen- 
tiles, male and female, of every clime, of all nations, 
kindred, tongues, tribes, parties, sects, factions and denomi- 
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nations upon the face of all the earth, to forsake all unright- 
eousness, that the seed, root and branches of all wickedness 
may be altogether obviated. Lea, turn unto the Lord with 
full purpose of heart; cleave unto the laudable and elevating 
principles of humanity, justice, morality, fidelity, chastity, 
equity, sobriety, faith, meekness, hope,-humility and charity. 
Pat your trust in that Spirit which leadeth to do good, to 
do justly, to judge righteously, walking humbly before — 
continually, that glory may dwell in our land. 
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whom ye delight in, behold he shall come, saith the Lord of 
Hosts. But who may abide the day of his coming, and who 
shall stand when he appeareth? For he is like a refiner’s fire, 
and like fuller’s soap. Now as these are the latter days, 
and also the dotage of the world, and that man has suffered 
from the beginning numerous ills in consequence of his diso- 
bedience to the truth, and that many nations have fallen by 
the means of the people persisting in wickedness is plain. 
Then take heed to your ways and learn wisdom from the past; 
reform and bring into practice that which will be the most 
conducive for the upbuilding of a righteous kingdom on earth, 
and for the welfare and perpetuity of your own souls in the 
ages to come. My bowels yearn for the redemption of my 
fellow beings, that they might be redeemed from all misery, 
but appreciating the fact that no man or nation of men can 
by any possible means be redeemed from all misery, and 
become permanently happy, while progressing in habitual or 
actual sins— : 

Therefore, all ye people throughout the earth, repent of all 
sin. Turn far away from all the abominations that have 
characterized or that now characterize the world, such as 
blood-shedding, murdering, idolatry, whoredoms, witchcrafts, 
lyings, deceivings, hypocrisies, swindlings, thefts, mobbings, 
robbings and plunderings. These evils being practiced and 
persisted in by the people, is that which defiled the race and 
tarnished the reputation of man in gone-by ages of the world. 
Consider that Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a 
reproach to any people.” Pr. 14:34. Then I advise, 
admonish and exhort—the high, the low, the rich, the poor, 
the old, the young, the bond, the free, both of Jews and Gen- 
tiles, male and female, of every clime, of all nations, 
kindred, tongues, tribes, parties, sects, factions and denomi- 
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nations upon the face of all the earth, to forsake all unright- 


eousness, that the seed, root and branches of all wickedness 
may be altogether obviated. Yea, turn unto the Lord with 
full purpose of heart; cleave unto the laudable and elevating 
principles of humanity, justice, morality, fidelity, chastity, 
equity, sobriety, faith, meekness, hope,-humility and charity. 
Put your trust in that Spirit which leadeth to do good, to 
do justly, to judge righteously, walking humbly before 
continually, that glory may dwell in our land. 
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